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A  GENEALOGICAL  SURVEY  OF  THE  SHAMER  KINSHIP  GROUP  : 

LINEAL  AND  COLLATERAL 


INTRODUCTION 


FOR  THE  DURATION  OF  MANY  YEARS  there  has  been  developing  within 
me  a  desire  that  the  family  of  which  I  am  a  member  should  be  perpetuated 
thru  numerous  generations  and  should  be  known  for  the  excellence,  worth 
and  achievements  of  its  members. 

I  HAVE  COLLECTED  HISTORICAL  DATA  from  family  Bibles,  church 
records,  cemeteries,  court  houses,  historical  societies  and  interviews 
with  informed  persons.  From  the  material  so  gathered  I  have  fabricated 
as  complete  an  account  of  our  family  tree  and  the  location  of  its  roots  as 
lay  within  my  capacities.  In  some  areas  I  have  been  "stumped"  by  the 
limits  of  information  obtainable. 

IN  FURTHERANCE  OF  THIS  ASPIRATION  I  have  given  thought  to  the  choice 
of  a  philosophy  of  life  which  would  yield  the  optimum  of  attainment.  I  have 
engaged  in  reflections  upon  the  future  of  our  group.  I  have  searched  for 
and  accumulated  material  from  books,  magazines  and  newspapers  and  from 
these  have  absorbed  and  transcribed  ideas  which  in  Orderly  arrangement 
might  serve  as  guiding  principles  for  the  increase  of  our  posterity,  for  the 
improved  vigor  of  our  stock  and  for  the  enhancement  of  their  general  value 
to  society. 

SO,  THE  PREPARATION  of  an  ancestral  register,  the  designation  of  a  bio- 
logical  standard  and  the  choosing  of  a  pattern  of  behavior  is  my  present 
task.  ".  .  .  .  Persons  that  are  free,  well  born,  well  educated  and  accus¬ 
tomed  to  good  company  have  by  nature  an  instinct  and  spur  which  prompts 
them  to  virtuous  acts  and  withdraws  them  from  vice."  -  Rabelais.  Such  a 
recording  is  all -important,,  for  unless  a  plan  is  given  permanence  and  order 
for  easy  reference  by  the  succeeding  generations,  they  may  not  become 
aware  of  our  objectives. 

"REPETATUR:  A  gentleman  has  nine  aims:  To  see  clearly,  to  understand 
what  he  hears,  to  be  warm  in  manner,  dignified  in  bearing,  faithful  in 
speech,  painstaking  in  work,  to  ask  when  in  doubt,  in  anger  to  think  of 
difficulties,  in  sight  of  gain  to  remember  right.  "  -  Confucius. 

THE  GENEALOGICAL  HISTORY  which  is  included  will  begin  with  my  father 
and  mother  and  go  back  as  far  as  traceable.  After  that  will  come  my  own 
generation,  collaterals  and  progeny.  The  distaff  lines  have  been  explored 
and  duly  recorded. 

THRU  MY  WIFE,  Bertha  Elizabeth  Tapman  Shamer,  has  been  acquired  a 
biological  inheritance  which  offers  some  promising  possibilities,  for  her 
line  extends  back  to  German  and  English  -  and  perhaps  also  Irish,  Scottish 
and  Netherlander  stocks  of  considerable  vigor.  At  any  rate,  there  is  a 
dominance  of  the  Nordic  in  their  lineage. 

THERE  IS  NO  EVIDENCE  of  our  ancestry  having  produced  any  distinguished 
members,  yet  there  is  a  succession  of  generations  of  respectability.  Tra¬ 
dition  has  it  that  they  practiced  the  common  virtues  of  honesty  and  sobriety, 
and  have  been  inclined  to  live  in  accord  with  the  tenets  of  the  Christian  re¬ 
ligion  without  being  extreme  or  fanatical;  and,  so  far  as  I  can  ascertain, 
with  one  exception,  they  have  been  Protestants,  and  I  hope  will  so  continue 
until  some  broader  religious  philosophy  with  a  universal  application  may  be 
developed. 
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WHERE  I  LEAVE  OFF  I  trust  that  the  record  will  be  continued  and  pre-  • 
served  by  those  who  shall  wear  the  mantle  of  family  responsibility  from 
then  on.  It  is  also  deemed  wise  and  seems  desirable  that  those  concerned 
should  hold  family  councils  on  all  matters  of  importance  in  which  they 
have  a  common  interest,  particularly  those  bearing  on  family  solidarity, 
and  strive  to  make  decisions  that  will  strengthen  and  maintain  the  structure 
of  which  they  shall  be  the  architects  and  maintenance  crew.  When  there 
is  a  problem,  a  difference  of  opinion,  it  should  be  argued,  without  sophist 
premise,  to  a  logical  conclusion. 

IN  THIS  DAY,  or  period,  there  seems  to  be  a  strong  trend  toward  individu- 
alism  instead  of  family  coherence  -  although  totalitarianism  in  government 
is  in  vogue  -  but  I  seem  to  see  in  a  binding  together  of  the  interests  and 
responsibilities  of  a  family  so  much  that  is  vital  to  a  vigorous  continuity  of 
a  stock  that  I  wonder  whether,  after  all,  the  ancient  system  of  clan  coopera¬ 
tion  may  not  have  merit  as  a  means  for  integrating  a  family,  for  preserving 
their  stamina  and  for  advancing  their  importance  to  the  whole  social  group 
of  which  they  form  a  part;  at  least  some  plan  of  the  kind  with  adaptations  to 
meet  changing  concepts  of  personal  rights,  might  be  quite  feasible  and  for 
the  good  of  all. 

IN  ANOTHER  PLACE  the  organized  family  will  receive  further  considera¬ 
tion^  I  think  we  should  not  dissipate  our  strength  proselyting  among  people 
not  holding  our  intellectual  convictions  but  should  concentrate  on  our  own 
fitness,  then  radiate  our  qualities  to  others  by  example  and  by  sharing  with 
those  who  would  follow  our  pattern. 

IN  EVERY  FAMILY  which  has  pride  in  the  accomplishments  which  have 
come  to  its  members,  thru  effort  and  inheritance,  there  must  be  constant 
striving  to  hold  fast  that  which  is  good  and  to  progress  to  greater  goals. 

PARENTS  MUST  SEEK  to  transmit  to  their  children  the  best  training  that 
their  knowledge  of  education  makes  available.  About  them  will  be  plentiful 
examples  of  fineness,  and  lack  of  it,  to  give  them  giidance.  They  must 
choose  with  wisdom  a  way  of  life  which  promises  to  yield  the  results  most 
closely  corresponding  with  the  standards  which  they  seek  to  emulate.  They 
must  follow  the  best  attributes  of  men  that  the  records  of  history  reveal, 
and  avoid  those  malign  influences  which  have  destroyed  so  many,  for  a  time, 
important  families. 

WHETHER  BECAUSE  OF  CUSTOM,  or  otherwise,  men  seem  better  adapted 
for  executive  office  than  women,  tho  there  are  notable  examples  of  women 
who  have  manifested  superior  endowments  for  leadership.  For  the  most 
part,  and  in  general,  woman  is  at  her  best  when,  thru  use  of  her  superior 
intuitions  and  insight,  she  assumes  the  part  of  the  wise  counsellor,  confidant 
and  guide,  and  devotes  her  talents  to  the  "making  of  her  man"  and  to  inspir¬ 
ing  her  children  to  high  aims  and  achievements  This  does  not  imply  a  sub¬ 
serviency  on  the  part  of  woman  bu  t  gives  her  an  honorable  place  where  she 
may  best  serve  her  generation  and  progeny,  and  be  honored,  extolled  and 
emulated. 

THE  RUGGED  WORK  should  be  done  by  the  men  who,  generally,  are  better 
constituted  for  such  employment.  The  care  of  the  home  and  the  rearing  of 
children  must  ever  be  woman's  primary  task. 

TRULY  THERE  ARE  TALENTED  WOMEN  who  must  choose  between  home  - 
making  and  a  career  in  business  or  a  profession.  Unless  a  woman  can 
design  a  way  of  life  combining  the  two  duties  without  sacrificing  the  needs 
of  her  family,  she  would  better  live  without  one. 
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IN  THE  PATRONYMIC  FAMILY  line  I  fully  appreciate  the  fact  that  the  : 
genetic  qualities  of  the  male  ancestors  are  transmitted  in  diminishing 
ratio  from  generation  to  generation.  In  each  generation  the  child  derives 
approximately  half  its  biological  inheritance  from  each  parent  and  thru 
those  parents  the  inheritance  extends  back  thru  the  progenitors  of  each  in¬ 
definitely,  though  the  most  apparent  derivations  are  from  the  immediate 
rather  than  the  remote  ancestry. 

THE  NAME  OF  THE  FAMILY  is  obtained  from  the  male  line  thru  the  custom 
of  the  wife  taking  the  name  of  her  husband  at  marriage.  We  have  come  to 
regard  the  family  name  as  indicating  a  line  of  blood  pure  from  its  source, 
but  by  thinking  about  it  we  come  to  understand  how  much  is  inherited  from 
the  mothers  by  the  children  and  we  can  better  appreciate  what  Ella  Wheeler 
Wilcox  meant  when  she  said  "You  must  better  the  mothers  to  better  thE  race.  " 

LET  US  TAKE  AN  EXAMPLE.  If  our  great-great  grandfather,  William 
Abbott,  who  is  believed  to  have  come  from  Tipperary,  Ireland,  soon  after 
the  American  revolution  and  to  have  taught  school  at  Sandy  Mount,  on  the 
Westminster  Pike,  Carroll  County,  Maryland,  is  regarded  as  the  founder 
of  our  branch  of  the  Abbott  family  in  America,  and  "all  Abbott"  which,  of 
course,  he  was  not  as  he  received  half  of  his  blood  inheritance  from  his 
mother;  then  his  son,  great-grandfather  David  Abbott,  was  half  Abbott  and 
half  his  mother,  Nancy  Buckingham,  who  acquired  the  name  Abbott  thru 
marriage.  Grandfather  William  Abbott  was  but  l/4  the  first  Abbott  and  his 
daughter  and  only  child,  Amanda  Virginia  Abbott  Shamer,  was  l/8  Abbott 
and  her  children,  Maurice  Emory,  George  Preston  and  Annie  Pearl,  but 
l/l6  Abbott  and  so  on.  Likewise  for  the  Shamer  ancestry. 

IF  A  FAMILY  IS  TO  MAINTAIN  ITS  STANDARDS  and,  perhaps,  improve 
its  stock,  then  it  must  be  very  circumspect  in  the  choice  of  the  mothers  of 
the  newer  generations,  and  also,  should  defectives  develop  in  the  family, 
use  wise  methods  for  preventing  reproduction  of  such  unfit  individuals. 

They  must  be  culled  out  relentlessly.  And  it  is  questionable  whether  those 
exhibiting  the  specialized  qualities  of  genius  are  sufficiently  well-balanced 
to  adequately  suit  them  for  parenthood. 

VARIABILITY  is  so  pronounced  in  the  human  race  that  many  types  will  be 
produced  from  any  kind  of  crossing,  but  always  care  should  be  exercised 
in  mate  selection  and  an  optimum  of  all  types  kept  in  mind  with  a  special 
pattern  for  our  own  kind.  When  weak  traits  develop,  offset  them  by  avoid¬ 
ing  marriage  into  families  having  like  weaknesses  and,  on  the  contrary, 
choose  mates  who  can  match  the  weak  traits  with  strong  ones. 

AS  WITH  THE  BIOLOGICAL  INHERITANCE  -  so  with  the  cultural.  Unless 
the  family  is  determined  to  uphold  the  best  cultural  standards  and  adapt 
themselves  to  the  best  choice  of  changing  environmental  conditions,  then 
deteriorations  of  the  blood  stream  are  bound  to  set  in.  Remember  that  there 
is  always  an  interdependence  of  structure  and  function  and  that  recondition¬ 
ing  of  function  may  alter  structure.  Symmetry  and  balance  of  body  form 
usually  are  accompanied  by  like  mental  and  temperatnental  qualities.  Always 
nature  is  seeking  to  relieve  or  equalize  stresses  to  effect  a  balance. 

GREAT  ACCOMPLISHMENTS  are  achieved  thru  having  the  right  outlook  on 
life,  thru  the  possession  of  stamina  and  mental  and  physical  vigor  and  thru 
having  a  capacity  for  hard  work.  Of  Henry  Plantagenet  it  was  said  that  he 
had  "a  clear  mind,  strength  of  will  and  tireless  energy.  "  With  a  carefully 
planned  technique  of  living,  the  preservation  of  fine  family  traditions  and  a 
striving  after  nobleness,  a  great  folk  should  be  attained  to  that  could  be  con¬ 
tinued  thru  a  long-lived  dynasty  which  would  fall  only  when  the  eminent 
qualities  which  made  it  possible  were  no  longer  present. 
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IN  EVERY  GENERATION  there  are  men  and  women  who  reveal,  thru 
their  superior  accomplishments,  the  possibilities  of  the  human  race.  By 
intelligent  study  and  the  use  of  those  qualities  which  have  produced  such 
examples  of  fineness,  it  would  seem  possible  to  build  into  any  family  or 
community  or  society  such  excellence  as  would  be  revealed  by  worthy 
achievement  for  the  common  weal.  Not  in  a  generation,  perhaps,  but  by 
steady,  persistent  use  of  genetic  and  cultural  knowledge  from  generation 
to  generation.  Bike  begets  like  and  the  tendency  is  for  gifted  individuals 
to  originate  from  superior  families. 

ALSO  THERE  IS  A  PRONENESS  for  clever  individuals  and  for  families  of 
gifted  people  to  group  together  and  to  regard  themselves,  and  to  be  regard¬ 
ed,  as  in  some  sense  superior  and  therefore  aristocratic.  Thru  imitation, 
their  standards  are  reflected  in  the  lives  of  bthers.  But,  tho  an  aristocrat 
is  supposedly  of  the  best,  he  can  be  entitled  to  the  designation  only  when 
character  controls  his  other  attributes.  We  may  have  an  aristocracy  of 
political  power  expressed  in  might,  a  monied  aristocracy  controlling  indus¬ 
try*  a  social  aristocracy  based  on  birth,  and  an  intellectual  aristocracy. 

But  the  greates  aristocracy  is  an  aristocracy  of  character  which  avoids 
stressing  the  self-interests  of  the  other  aristocracies.  An  aristocracy  of 
character  has  its  highest  worth  in  a  democracy  where  it  may  be  the  aim  or 
accomplishment  of  everyone.  To  achieve  desirable  ends,  rule  by  example 
has  a  potency  which  creates  in  others  the  desire  for  emulation  of  accepted 
excellence,  but  it  is  not  prudent  to  aspire  to  heights  beyond  one's  capacity 
for  accomplishment. 

CHARACTER  is  one  of  those  built-in  attributes  which,  like  the  gyroscope 
compass  on  board  a  ship,  set  for  maintaining  direction,,  keeps  the  ethical 
course  of  the  individual  true  to  his  ideals.  Character  is  only  partly  achiev¬ 
ed  by  the  one  who  has  it.  Character  is  imparted  to  us  by  our  biological 
inheritance,  by  our  childhood  training,  by  our  social  contacts,  by  our  em¬ 
ployment  and  ty  the  interaction  of  these.  Character  is  at  its  best  in  a  sound 
body  and  when  the  conditions  of  life  are  exacting  but  not  breaking. 

THE  FOUNDATIONS  OF  CHARACTER  are  a  birthright  but  the  growth  of 
character  is  conditioned  by  the  culture  of  those  responsible  for  the  rearing 
of  the  child  until  he  can  acquire  the  self-discipline  needed  to  establish  his 
habits  of  moral  force.  The  roots  of  character  run  deep  into  the  soil  of 
family  tradition  and  must  be  fed;  likewise,  the  stem,  branches  and  foliage 
must  be  exposed  to  the  sunshine  and  rain  and  wind  of  kindness,  responsibility 
and  discipline.  Character  is  the  result  of  the  integration  of  all  our  posses¬ 
sions  -  biological,  cultural  and  economic  -  and  must  be  guarded  with  an 
appreciation  of  the  ultimate  good,  for  character  makes  and  preserves  the 
integrity  of  the  family. 

SO  THE  BUILDING  OF  CHARACTER  imposes  choice  of  behavior.  Acts  must 
be  tempered  by  inhibitions.  Self-expression,  self-control  and  self-reliance 
enter  into  the  formation  of  character  and  character  is  correlative  to  wisdom. 

But  character  alone  is  not  enough.  Also  there  must  be  mental  and 
physical  fitness  and  economic  capacity.  Character  as  revealed  by  personal¬ 
ity  is  the  product  of  natural  endowments  stabilized  by  cultural  refinements. 

(There  is  much  repetition  in  this  text,  but  repetition  of  a  thought  helps 
fix  the  idea  in  memory. ) 

WARS  HAVE  BEEN  FOUGHT  for  the  better  adjustment  of  human  rights  and 
for  the  attainment  of  social  justice.  "Equality,  liberty  and  fraternity"  has 
been  the  rallying  cry  of  oppressed  and  discontented  people,  but  their  leaders 
have  had  the  aptness  to  plan,  rally,  battle  and  negotiate  for  desired  ends. 
Without  competent  leadership  little  can  be  accomplished  in  any  movement. 

Strife  is  natural;  strength  is  in  knowledge;  and  the  clever  survive. 
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THE  VALUES  OF  MEN  TO  SOCIETY  are  not  equal,  and  equality  is  not 
fixed  and  permanent,  but  in  flux.  All  men  are  not  created  equal  and  never 
will  be,  nor  can  all  men  acquire  equality.  Equality  of  opportunity  and 
equality  of  service  to  a  common  good  may  be  attainable,  but  equality  in  a 
morphological,  mental,  cultural  or  acquisitive  sense  would  be  less  than 
mediocrity,  for  experience  has  shown  that  the  lowest  sets  the  tempo  for  the 
whole  group  when  there  are  no  divisions  of  achievement.  There  must  be  a 
best  toward  which  to  strive  and  that  best  must  serve  the  common  good  in  a 
way  to  aid  and  encourage  the  less  gifted.  And  those  without  intellectual 
capacity  must  serve  by  being  hewers  of  wood  and  drawers  of  water. 

WHEN  THE  GIFTED  ARE  RELIEVED  of  the  menial  tasks  they  are  left  free 
to  devote  their  talents  to  work  which  others  could  not  do  and  which  may 
benefit  all.  This  reciprocal  relationship  and  mutual  dependence  is  the  best 
expression  of  practical  brotherhood  and  yields  the  greatest  degree  of  indi¬ 
vidual  liberty.  Liberty  depends  not  upon  unrestrained  freedom  but  upon 
order  and  self-discipline. 

IF  WE  CONCEDE  that  "Like  begets  like"  and  that  "Birds  of  a  feather  flock 
together,  "  then,  as  claimed  by  many,  there  may  be  a  law  of  attraction  and 
repulsion  goveening  mate  selection,  or  assortative  mating.  But  if  we  oppose 
natural  selection  and  its  counterpart,  natural  elimination,  by  conservation 
of  our  weaker  stocks,  it  is  very  obvious  that  our  more  vigorous  stocks  will 
be  so  reduced  that  in  time  the  law  of  tooth  and  nail  will  offer  the  only  means 
for  survival  —and  that  of  the  fittest. 

ARISTOGENESIS,  a  term  to  designate  the  breeding  of  the  best,  is  a  branch 
of  biological  investigation  concerned  with  the  discovery  c£  individuals  of 
great  merit,  and  with  the  study  of  their  attributes,  so  that  a  way  may  be 
found  to  preserve  and  multiply  their  kind.  If  we  are  going  to  strive  for  pro¬ 
gressive  improvement  in  our  stock,  we  must  abandon  the  idea  of  equality 
and  frankly  admit  superiority  and  grades  down  from  this  desirable  standard. 
.Also,  variety  in  aptitudes  must  be  recognized.  But  there  must  be  under¬ 
standing  and  sympathy  between  the  grades  and  the  way  must  be  open,  both 
up  and  down,  so  that  appropriate  levels  may  be  reached.  The  smart  thing 
is  to  admit  superior  individuals  to  the  circles  of  the  gifted  classes.  No  per¬ 
manent  class  cleavage  should  be  tolerated,  but  a  social  stratification,  based 
on  worthiness  rather  than  wealth,  birth  or  favor,  should  be  aimed  at,  and 
neither  arrogance  nor  servility  enter  into  the  relations  of  those  with  differ¬ 
ent  degrees  of  ability.  Such  equitable  codes  would  be  of  advantage  to  all. 

THE  AMERICAN  TYPE  seems  to  be  changing.  The  early  North  American 
settler  was  a  composite  from  norther  Europe  who  was  predominantly  blond, 
blue -eyed  and  tall.  There  has  been  an  influx  of  shorter  and  darker  types 
from  southern  Europe  and  Asia,  notably  in  the  latter  part  of  the  nineteenth 
century,  and  the  effects  of  crossings  with  these  are  in  evidence,  especially 
in  our  eastern  cities.  Along  the  eastern  Canadian  border  is  a  French  in¬ 
fluence  of  long  standing,  likewise  in  the  Mississippi  valley  and  the  far  south. 
In  the  southeast  and  southwest  there  is  the  impress  of  the  early  Spanish 
settlements.  Blending  of  all  of  these  is  occurring. 

WHAT  INFLUENCE  will  the  Negroids  of  our  population  have  on  the  body 
structure  of  our  general  population?  For  the  most  part  Negroes  have  long 
arms  and  legs.  They  incline  to  long-headedness  and  have  large  lower  jaws. 
Whether  we  are  pleased  about  it  or  not,  this  element  in  our  population  is 
being  assimilated  into  our  Caucasian  stock,  in  line  with  the  anthropological 
law  that  two  or  more  kinds  of  people  cannot  live  in  proximity  without  the 
numerically  lesser  being  assimilated  by  the  numerically  greater.  What  will 
be  the  effect?  Will  a  hybrid  vigor  result?  Will  there  be  perceptible  changes 
in  body  form?  Will  intelligence  be  affected  for  better  or  worse?  Have  the 
blacks  any  body  traits  that  are  dominant  over  white  traits? 
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WE  KNOW  THAT  MANY  OCTOROONS  can  "pass  for  white"  and  that  the  next 
Hybrid  generation,  the  demi-octoroons,  lose  all  negroid  characteristics. 

Also,  we  know  that  while  the  general  run  of  American  negroids  are  intellec¬ 
tually  below  the  average  for  the  white  population,  there  are  examples  of 
genius  and  near  genius  and  many  with  a  high  degree  of  intelligence.  Probab¬ 
ly  these  are  instances  of  heterosis  resulting  from  admixture  of  superior 
white  blood.  Such  crossing  should  not  even  be  given  consideration  by  our 
group  because  of  the  social  consequences,  which  could  be  disasterous,  and 
because  of  the  chances  of  low  grade  hybrids  cropping  out. 

PERHAPS  YOU  HAVE  OBSERVED  the  numbers  of  medium -tall  men  and 
women,  now  seen  in  our  population,  with  leg  length  equaling  the  combined 
head  and  body  length.  Those  with  brown  hair,  blue  or  gray  eyes,  mesoce- 
phalic  heads,  rectangular  or  oval  faces  with  moderate  squareness  of  the  jaw, 
good  width  and  projection  of  the  malar  eminences,  well-developed  foreheads 
and  chins,  and  orthodontia.  They  have  fair  to  lightly  pigmented  skins  -  really 
bisque  -  lithe  bodies,  good  width  of  shoulders  and  hips,  and  freedom  from 
obesity  or  excessive  slenderness.  Here  is  a  harmony  of  color,  form  and 
movement  which  gives  to  many  of  our  American  women  considerable  repute 
for  pulchritude.  Maybe  this  is  an  optimum  type  which  is  emerging  from  our 
ethnic  melting  pot  and  should  be  encouraged.  But  let  us  be  warned,  the  utili¬ 
tarian  should  not  be  relinquished  to  the  esthetic,  for  sometimes  the  stupid 
appear  to  be  beautiful. 

THERE  IS  NOT  NOW  nor  ever  has  there  been  one  great  superior  race. 

'There  have  been  many  eminent  races,  or  groups  of  people,  but  rarely,  if 
ever,  a  pure  one.  Relatively  pure  races,  such  as  exist,  do  not  seem  to  have 
the  highest  endowments  unless  they  are  physical  ones.  The  Maori  had  beauti¬ 
ful  bodies  and  intelligence,  but  were  they  not  hybrids?  We  must  make  every 
effort  to  know  what  promises  to  be  ideal,  then  draw  to  the  family  individuals 
seeming  to  possess  those  qualities,  but  nevertheless,  be  realists. 

EVERY  RACE  IN  EXISTENCE  has  survival  value,  else  it  would  not  be  here. 
Failure  to  preserve  those  qualities  -which  enabled  them  to  adapt  themselves 
to  changing  conditions  would  be  fatal.  Also  lethal  factors  in  heredity,  such 
as  deformity,  predisposition  and  low  resistance  to  disease,  lack  of  vigor, 
stamina,  and  fertility,  must  be  guarded  against. 

WHEN  GREATNESS  HAS  DEVELOPED,  it  has  usually  followed  racial  admix¬ 
ture"!  As  America  has  been  accredited  with  being  a  melting  pot  of  the  races, 
we  may  look  for  evidence  of  an  emerging  type,  and  I  think  we  have  it  in  the 
so-called  brownet.  My  observation  of  this  type  leads  to  the  belief  that  it  is 
a  very  promising  one.  Of  course,  there  are  blonds  and  brunets  with  well 
formed  bodies  and  excellent  mental  equipment.  The  brownet  seems  to  be 
the  result  of  the  assimilation  of  the  brunet  races  by  the  numerically  greater 
blonds  representing  our  British,  German,  Scandinavian  and  other  Nordic 
stocks  who  were  mainly  the  early  settlers  of  this  country. 

ON  THE  ATHLETIC  FIELDS  we  see  many  types  of  contestants.  Runners 
are  apt  to  be  long  legged  and  slender,  while  hammer  throwers  and  football 
players  are  robust,  with  large  bones  and  heavy  muscles. 

BUT,  WHAT  HAS  MORPHOLOGY  to  do  with  accomplishment?  It  is  evident 
that  it  has  much  to  do  with  the  physiology  of  our  bodies,  that  structure  and 
function  are  reciprocal,  tho  in  what  way  and  to  what  extent  we  are  not  aware 
to  the  degree  of  scientific  proof. 

The  draught  horse  is  of  heavy  build  and  deliberate  in  movement;  the 
race  horse  has  slender  lines  intended  for  speediness;  the  Morgan  horse  was 
designed  as  an  all-purpose  farm  animal. 
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THERE  SEEMS  TO  BE  EVIDENCE  that  function  is  conditioned  by  changing 
environment  and  that  in  response  to  altered  physiological  adaptations 
structural  changes  result.  In  the  process  oscillations  occur  but  always  a 
balance  is  sought  that  stresses  may  be  relieved.  Unbalanced  types,  tho 
eccentric,  lopsided  and  in  ways  deficient,  may  be  brilliantly  gifted  in  some 
one  thing. 

OUR  AMERICAN  POPULATION  comprises  every  variety  of  type  and  each 
may  have  advantages  and  disadvantages.  Fine  minds  are  not  peculiar  to 
any  particular  type  but  occur  in  all  from  blond  to  negroid,  from  the  very 
tall  to  the  very  short,  tho  I  have  never  heard  of  an  intellectual  albino,  pure 
Negro,  dwarf  nor  giant. 

IN  SEEKING  AN  OPTIMUM  TYPE,  I  am  impressed  by  the  great  desirability 
of  balance;  balance  of  the  physical  structure  -  of  form,  color,  size  -  and, 
correlated  with  these,  balance  of  mind  and  temperament. 

IS  THERE  AN  OPTIMUM  TYPE;  one  presenting  the  nearest  approach  to  a 
well-balanced  physique  and  intelligence?  My  impression  is  that  individuals 
should  be  neither  too  tall  nor  too  short;  neither  too  lean  nor  too  fat;  neither 
too  slender  nor  too  burly  -  a  sturdy  litheness  might  be  best  -  and  neither  too 
light  nor  too  dark. 

THE  OPTIMUM  HEIGHT  is,  perhaps,  about  6  feet  -  under  rather  than  over  - 
for  men;  5'  4"  to  5'  10"  for  women.  Usually  it  is  the  better  choice  for  the 
extremes  of  tallness  and  shortness  not  to  mate.  Neither  should  short  marry 
short  nor  tall  marry  tall,  but  matings  should  be  such  as  would  neutralize 
the  extremes  and  would  promise  offspring  of  the  optimum  build.  Of  course, 
it  is  known  that  the  genetic  composition  of  the  human  race  is  so  complex  that 
one  cannot  predict  with  any  degree  of  accuracy  the  results  of  any  union,  but 
we  can  expect  a  preponderance  of  a  kind  from  the  operation  of  the  rule  that 
"like  begets  like,  "  provided  there  has  not  been  such  a  crossing  as  would  pro¬ 
duce  atavistic  extremes.  Sturdiness  of  build  should  be  sought  and  the  intro¬ 
duction  of  fat  types  especially  avoided. 

THE  MAN  SHOULD  BE  TAiiLER  than  the  woman  unless  the  reverse  is  de- 
sirable  in  a  special  case  so  as  to  introduce  tallness  into  a  family  where  a 
blended  inheritance  for  increased  height  is  sought. 

Leg  length  should  equal  body  length,  including  the  head;  the  head 
should  preferably  be  mesocephalic  and  orthocephalic  (Balance  of  height, 
length  and  width),  with  a  face  that  resembles  a  rectangle  in  shape,  or  is  oval 
or  ovoid  with  good  width,  height  and  projection  of  the  forehead;  eyes  evenly 
spaced;  nose  that  is  neither  too  high  nor  too  low,  too  wide  nor  too  narrow, 
too  long  nor  too  short;  jaws  and  chin  that  have  the  size  to  suggest  strength, 
ruggedness  and  resolution  and  set  with  teeth  that  are  strong  and  even;  cheeks 
with  malar  eminences  moderately  wide,  high  and  prominent.  Head,  shoulder 
girth,  chest,  waist,  pelvis  and  extremities  should  be  in  balance  for  the 
stature.  It  has  been  suggested  that  dystocia  in  parturition  may  result  from 
the  marriage  of  extreme  types  -  the  shape  of  the  fetal  head  not  being  adapt¬ 
able  to  the  type  of  maternal  pelvis;  as  a  disproportion  due  to  a  dolichocephalic 
head  not  being  acceptable  to  a  pelvis  suited  to  accommodate  a  br  achy  cephalic 
head. 

SHORTNESS  OF  STATURE  is  constant  with  some  races  of  man,  while  tall¬ 
ness  is  the  rule  with  others.  In  Europe  the  people  of  the  south  are  shorter 
than  those  of  the  north.  City  dwellers  along  the  coast  are  apt  to  be  smaller 
than  the  rural  inhabitants  of  the  interior.  This  may  be  an  adaptation  to  an 
environment  presenting  conditions  that  are  a  strain  on  the  organism  for  sur¬ 
vival. 


7 


to  a  siiiUcn-unooyiJ  >  ■■  to  »  *  >  <**<**  *  *°c  *•* 


i;  .  ox  rfi  ioa  atili  lo  si  tos«{  >•-(;  squi-j3  «I  .t  *'••  ■  J  *  '■•fo**  or  et  *' "5H 

-a  «  x<  t  maxi  [to  ojU  no  niftU  a  t»x*  ifijfc  anoiiibnoo  jctoisasxq  fasmaoxivo* 


V 


OBSERVING  PLANT  LIFE,  it  may  be  noted  that,  where  conditions  of  sun- 
light,  soil,  heat  and  moisture  are  favorable,  growth  tends  to  be  vigorous 
and  rank,  while  when  the  environment  is  not  favorable,  dwarfing  occurs. 

May  not  this  also  occur  in  the  human  race?  It  certainly  does  occur  with 
domesticated  animals.  And  may  not  toxins  as  alcohol,  tobacco,  arsenic, 
radium,  and  those  of  disease,  such  as  tuberculosis,  syphilis,  etc.  ,  as  well 
as  malnutrition,  produce  such  damage  to  germ  plasm  as  to  lead  to  a  defen¬ 
sive  reduction  in  size  as  a  means  to  survival? 

SINCE  OUR  FAMILY  is  mostly  blue -eyed  and  inclined  to  brownness  of  hair 
color ,  I  think  these  characteristics  should  be  maintained  as  family  traits, 
and  especially  since  this  blended  type  seems  to  be  a  striking  American  trend. 
I  am  inclined  to  the  belief  that  the  blue -eyed,  brown-haired  type,  with  pink¬ 
ish  intermediate  skin  color  is  a  desirable  one.  All  of  this  should  be  a  com¬ 
paratively  easy  accomplishment  by  selection.  CL  course,  variations  will 
occur  because  of  Mendelian  diversity  and  the  accompanying  recessives  in¬ 
herent  in  mates  from  their  ancestors,  but  a  degree  of  dominance  for  the  de¬ 
sired  form  and  color  could  probably  be  acquired  thru  persistent  effort  and 
an  occasional  cousin  marriage  of  good  types.  The  males  carrying  the  family 
name  will  receive  accessions  of  new  characters  from  their  mothers  which 
they  will  transmit  to  their  progeny. 

THE  MARRIAGE  OF  MOPPOSITES"  -  in  size,  color,  form,  temperament  - 
should  be  avoided.  There  would  be  danger  of  mixed  personalities  and  dis¬ 
harmonies.  Others  will  cross  types  and  thus  produce  blends  furnishing  such 
diversity  as  may  be  desired.  Since  there  has  been  a  tendency  to  shortness 
in  our  family  ancestry,  this  should  be  bred  out  by  selections  favorable  to 
tallness. 

HAVING  CONSIDERED  THE  FAMILY  TYPE  and  agreed  upon  a  pattern  -a 
prototype  -  to  serve  as  a  standard  for  the  selection  of  representatives  of  the 
chosen  model  to  be  brought  into  the  family,  or  of  greater  importance,  per¬ 
haps,  to  provide  a  guide  Tor  the  exclusion  of  those  with  undesirable  physical 
traits  and  cultures,  let  us  always  remember  that  the  great  value  of  inherited 
physical  qualities  must  not  be  overlooked  in  any  desire  to  improve  the  cul¬ 
tural  and  intellectual  values  of  the  family,  important  as  these  are  and,  parti¬ 
cularly,  must  be  recognized  the  obvious  fact  that  there  are  several  races 
with  great  qualities.  Seldom,  or  never,  do  we  find  pure  types  of  the  civilized 
races,  and  the  purity  of  a  stock  may  not  be  advantageous,  for  diversity  may 
be  impaired,  or  lost,  and  many  good  qualities  either  bred  out  of  a  stock  or 
not  brought  in.  The  present  thought  on  this  matter  would  seem  to  indicate 
that  both  inbreeding  and  outbreeding  have  their  places. 

IT  IS  NOT  TO  BE  PRESUMED  that  a  worthy  family  built  upon  the  Shamer 
name  would  continue  to  possess  the  genetic  inheritance  derived  from  a  Shamer 
ancestor  and  progeny.  The  "blood"  will  change  with  each  generation  and  the 
quality  of  the  stock  will  depend  upon  the  lines  introduced  from  the  distaff  side 
of  the  family.  It  will  be  "Shamer"  only  in  the  sense  of  having  been  inaugurat¬ 
ed  by  a  Shamer  and  carried  out  by  those  with  the  name  of  Shamer.  The 
accomplishment  of  the  family  aims  will  depend  upon  all  of  the  contributing 
factors  and  the  name  Shamer  will  be  but  a  label  to  designate  the  patronymic 
lineage.  The  Shamer  cultural  ideals  may  be  preserved  in  folkways  adapted 
to  changing  customs  but,  fundamentally,  ethical  standards,  in  compliance 
with  natural  laws,  must  be  acquired  and  not  departed  from.  Whatever  may 
result  from  the  effort  to  build  up  a  competent  and  worthy  family  will  be  an 
achievement  by  the  David  Abbott  Shamer  kinship  group.  However,  frustra¬ 
tions  and  defeats  must  be  endured  too,  and  the  measure  of  performance  will 
depend  upon  the  success  with  which  misfortunes  are  met.  And  should  the  line 
die  out,  their  objectives  can  be  carried  on  by  interested  collaterals. 
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DEFINITIONS  given  for  proper  names  would  seem  to  indicate  that  the  name 
Maurice  means  "persistent,  "  Emory  means  "dutiful,  "  and  Shamer  means 
"keeper.  "  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  he  and  his  progeny  will  manifest  these 
traits  in  their  full  and  better  sense.  At  any  rate,  it  has  required  consider¬ 
able  persistence  to  prepare  this  record.  Aside  from  a  natural  interest  in 
such  matters,  there  has  been  an  impelling  sense  of  duty  back  of  the  effort, 
a  feeling  that  I  should  be  the  one  to  gather  the  fragments  of  family  records, 
traditions  and  first-hand  knowledge  of  our  family  and  chronicle  them  for 
posterity  in  case  there  should  arise  an  interest  in  our  family  aarigins,  either 
within  the  family  or  without. 

MY  FATHER  was  David  Abbott  Shamer.  His  father,  John  Shamer,  named 
him  David  Abbott  out  of  friendship  and  respect  for  his  neighbor,  David  Abbott. 
Later,  18  79,  the  granddaughter  of  David  Abbott  became  the  wife  of  David 
Abbott  Shamer. 

Born  September  ZO,  1847,  and  claimed  by  death  December  30,  1895, 
David  Abbott  Shamer  was  the  son  of  John  Shamer  (born  in  Germany,  March 
27,  1790;  died  December  30,  1865)  and  Catherine  Loudenslager  (born  Janu¬ 
ary  1,  1805;  died  March  17,  1876).  He  was  the  only  child  of  this  union,  though 
previously  Catherine  Loudenslager  had  another  son  who  became  known  as 
George  L.  Shamer.  The  "L"  may  have  stood  for  Loudenslager.  There  was 
a  tradition  that  "Lew  Weaver's  father  was  his  father."  The  daughter  of  Jacob 
Reese  Shamer,  Mrs.  Alice  Gottling,  of  Baltimore,  and  her  brother,  John  T. 
Shamer,  were  positive  in  their  belief  that  this  statement  was  correct.  It  has 
also  been  stated  that  "the  father  of  George  L.  Shamer  was  Jonas  Diehl,  a 
tanner,  who  lived  cn  the  Hanover  Pike,  north  of  Arcadia,  and  is  buried  in 
St.  Paul's  graveyard  (see  tombstone).  He  was  also  the  father  of  Lewis 
Weaver  whose  mother  was  a  Weaver.  "  His  descendant  spell  the  name  "Deal." 

So  far  as  I  can  ascertain,  the  Shamers  of,  in  and  about  Patapsco, 
Carroll  County,  Maryland,  are  all  the  offspring  of  that  George  L.  Shamer  who 
married  Emily  E.  Taylor,  May  26,  1865  She  died  October  28,  1917  -  four 
hours  before  George  L.  Shamer. 

AT  MOUNT  WASHINGTON,  Hampton,  Woodberry  and  elsewhere  in  Baltimore, 
there  have  been,  and  are,  Shamers,  some  the  issue  of  George  L.  Shamer 
and  some  of  Jacob  Reese  Shamer. 

Jacob  Reese  Shamer  (b.  August  19,  1837;  d.  April  1  7,  1912),  was  the 
son  of  John  Shamer  by  his  first  wife,  who  was  probably  Rachel  Reese.  There 
are  Andrew  and  Jacob  Reeses  buried  at  both  Westminster  and  at  Kreider's 
Church,  but  their  dates  do  not  quite  correspond  with  the  birth  date  of  Rachel 
Shamer  -  April  27,  1810.  At  Kreider's  Church  there  are  baptismal  and  con¬ 
firmation  records  of  the  Shamer  children  of  this  union.  Also,  there  are  land 
records  at  the  Westminster  Court  House  which  indicate  that  there  were  Reeses 
resident  in  the  area  of  the  Loudenslager  lands  near  Emory  Church.  The  only 
interest  this  may  have  for  us  is  that  the  sole  survivor,  of  record,  of  John 
Shamer's  first  marriage,  who  had  issue,  was  Jacob  Reese  Shamer.  He  was 
my  father's  half-brother .  Land  records  at  the  Baltimore  City  Court  House 
might  be  helpful  in  a  further  search. 

Jacob  Reese  Shamer  is  buried  with  his  first  wife,  Catherine  Yingling 
Shamer,  at  the  Lutheran  Church,  Snydersburg,  Carroll  County,  Maryland 

John  Shamer  and  his  first  wife  may  have  been  buried  at  Kreider's 
Church,  north  of  Westminster.  I  have  been  told  so.  They  attended  this  church, 
as  is  shown  by  the  records.  No  account  of  her  demise  has  been  discovered. 
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I  HAVE  IN  MY  POSSESSION  an  old  Bible  which  was  the  property  of  my  father. 
Inside  the  cover  is  written  -  "John  Shamers  Holy  Bible.  "  On  the  front  edge 
of  this  book  is  "D.A.  S.  "  On  fly-leaves,  in  the  back,  is  the  following: 
"Catherine  was  born  January  1st  1805  Died  Mar.  17th  1876. 

Aged  71  years  4  mo.  16  da  Married  May  26,  1845.) 

John  Shamer  was  born  March  th  27  In  the  year  of  our  Lord  1790 
Rachel  Shamer  was  born  April  th  27  In  the  year  of  our  Lord  1810. 

Henry  Shamer  was  born  September  th  9  In  the  year  of  our  Lord 
Eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-nine 

Andrew  Shamer  was  born  In  the  year  of  our  Lord  1832  January  8th 
John  Henry  Shamer  Was  Born  August  26  In  the  year  of  our  Lord 
Eighteen  hundred  and  thirty  fore 

Jacob  Reese  Shamer  Was  Born  August  The  19  in  the  Yeare  of  our 
Lord  1837 

Simon  Jonas  Shamer  was  born  January  5th  in  the  yeare  of  our  Lord 

1846 

David  Shamer  was  born  th  20  of  September  in  the  Yeare  of  our  Lord 
Eighteen  Forty  seven  At  eight  oclock  in  the  Morning  " 

On  the  blank  side  of  the  introductory  leaf  to  the  New  Testament  appears: 

"David  Shamer  was  Born  20th  of  September  in  the  year  of  our  lord  1847 
at  8  oclock  in  the  Morning 

Amanda  Y.  Abbott  was  born  March  22nd  in  the  year  of  our  lord  1861 
David  A.  Shamer  and  Amanda  V.  Abbott  was  married  Jan  9th  18  79 
Maurice  Emory  Shamer  was  born  October  12th  in  the  year  of  our  lord 
1879  " 

MY  FATHER,  at  times,  spoke  of  a  "Sister  Mary.  "  The  following  was  obtained 
from  the  text  of  John  Shamer 's  will:  "I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  daughter 
Mary  E.  Shamer  .  .  .  .  "  It  may  be  assumed  that  she  was  the  daughter  of 
Catherine  Loudenslager  Shamer.  She  married  a  Baublitz  and  is  buried  at 
Beckleysville,  which  is  east  of  Hampstead,  Carroll  County. 

THE  ONLY  CHILDREN  of  John  Shamer,  listed  above,  who  were  known  about, 
after  childhood,  were  Jacob  Reese  Shamer,  Mary  E.  Shamer  Baublitz  and 
David  Abbott  Shamer.  The  records  of  Kreider's  Church,  north  of  Westminster 
on  the  Gettysburg  Road,  contain  references  to  the  above  first  group  of  children 
and  to  the  Reeses.  Copies  are  at  the  Maryland  Historical  Society  Library. 
Also,  John  Shamer  is  named  in  the  membership  lists  of  St.  Paul's  Lutheran 
Church,  Arcadia,  Maryland.  In  addition,  there  are  records  of  wills  and  real 
estate  transfers  at  Westminster,  Towson  and  Baltimore  City  court  houses 
but,  to  date,  no  trace  of  the  missing  children  has  been  found. 

ONE  BY  THE  NAME  of  Theodore  Shamer  is  buried  in  Greenmount  Cemetery, 
Baltimore.  He  was  born  March  29,  1836  and  died  April  27,  1883.  In  the  same 
lot  are  buried  four  children  who  died  in  early  childhood.  After  hearing  about 
this  man,  I  located  his  widow  and  daughter  at  810  East  Winston  Avenue,  Govans. 
The  widow  was  too  old  and  feeble  to  be  interviewed  and  the  daughter  could  give 
no  information  other  than  that  her  father  came  from  Germany  and  had  served 
as  a  U.S.  A.  private  in  the  Civil  War. 

THE  1870  BALTIMORE  CITY  DIRECTORY  lists  a  "Theodore  Shamer,  chair 
maker,  Fayeite  &  Frederick  Streets.  Dwelling,  9  Front,  n.  of  Foundry." 
Other  Shamers  are  listed  in  other  editions  of  the  directory.  The  earliest 
appearance  of  the  name  in  a  Baltimore  City  Directory  was  in  1820.  It  then 
appears  until  1841.  Absent  in  1842  and  succeeding  editions  until  1867,  then 
present  till  1880. 
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IN  THE  1790  U«  S.  CENSUS  the  name  of  Martin  Shamer,  Kent  County,  Mary¬ 
land,  is  found.  This  recurrence  of  the  name  may  indicate  that  individuals 
came  from  the  same  stem  family  in  Germany.  I  have  not  searched  any 
other  old  records  in  other  places,  unless  the  following  may  be  taken  as  an 
exception:  The  name  Shamer  appears  in  the  Revised  King  James  Version  of 
the  Bible:  1  Chronicles,  6:46  -  "The  son  of  Amzi,  the  son  of  Bani,  the  son 
of  Shamer.  "  Again  in  1  Chronicles,  7:34  -  "And  the  sons  of  Shamer;  Ahi, 
and  Rohgah,  Jehubbah,  and  Aram."  The  name  means  "keeper." 

THERE  ARE  NUMEROUS  NAJVIES  which  resemble  the  name  Shamer  and 
suggest  the  possibility  that  they  may  be  variants.  For  example,  in  Chronicles 
we  note  Shama,  Shamed,  Shamir,  Shamgar,  Shammah,  Shammai,  Shammoth, 
Shammua,  Shammaugh,  etc.  From  various  city  directories  and  telephone 
directories  have  been  gleaned  the  following  similar  names:  Schamer, 
Schamus,  Schamay,  Schame,  Schanes,  Shammer,  Shamek,  Shamel,  Shamen, 
Shamerman,  Shames,  Shamir,  Shamis,  Shamor,  Shamus,  Shaner,  Shermer, 
Shimer,  Spamer,  etc. 

MY  MOTHER  was  Amanda  Virginia  Abbott  Shamer  (b.  March  22,  186 1 ;  d. 
April  6,  1930).  She  is  buried  with  my  father  in  St.  Paul's  churchyard  at 
Arcadia,  Md.  She  was  the  only  child  of  William  B.  Abbott  (The  "B"  may  have 
been  for  Brown,  his  mother's  maiden  name),  (b.  Feb.  21,  1836;  d.  Aug.  26, 
1863  -  27  years),  and  Elizabeth  Keziah  Flater  Abbott  (U  Oct.  27,  1840;  d. 

Aug.  24,  1863),  who  married  March  22,  I860.  Both  parents  died  of  typhoid 
fever,  leaving  their  only  child  to  be  taken  care  of  successively  by  her  grand¬ 
father,  David  Abbott  and  his  wife,  Rachel  Gittinger  Abbott;  her  uncle,  John 
Abbott  and  wife,  Lucretia  Richards  Abbott;  Uncle  Hanson  Abbott  and  wife, 
Martha  Flater  Abbott;  and  aunt  Amanda  Virginia  Abbott  Tracey,  wife  of 
Aquilla  Tracey,  who  were  the  parents  of  Ida  Lucretia  Tracey  Waters,  George 
Tracey  and  Rose  Tracey  Armacost.  She  was  married  January  9,  1879,  to 
David  Abbott  Shamer,  when  not  quite  18  years  of  age.  By  her  family  and 
friends  she  was  called  "Jenny.  " 

MY  FATHER'S  FATHER,  John  Shamer,  is  said  to  have  come  to  Baltimore 
from  Germany,  as  a  redemptioner  -  year  not  known.  This  custom  was 
abandoned  about  the  year  1815.  Presumably  he  served  his  time  in  the  Carroll 
County  community  (Baltimore  County  until  183  7)  in  which  he  afterwards  was 
known  to  have  lived,  that  is,  near  Westminster  where  he  resided  with  his 
first  wife.  Later,  from  about  1845,  he  owned  and  occupied  a  farm,  northeast 
of  Emory  Church,  which  was  mostly  in  Baltimore  County,  but  may  have  ex¬ 
tended  over  the  Carroll  County  line.  Here  he  acquired  his  second  wife, 
Catherine  Loudenslager.  The  property  which  they  owned:  there,  and  which 
was  willed  to  my  father  -  see  copy  of  John  Shamer 's  will,  appended  with 
other  records  -  was  once  part  of  the  Lowdenslager  estate,  its  westernmost 
extent. 

CATHERINE  LOUDENSLAGER  SHAMER  was  the  daughter  of  George  Louden¬ 
slager  who,  in  his  will,  named  eight  children  as  legatees.  The  will,  which 
was  dated  October  27,  1823,  was  recorded  December  5,  1823,  after  his 

death.  His  wife,  Barbara  Loudenslager,  was  given  a  life  interest  in  the 
estate.  The  date  of  her  death  has  not  been  found,  but  since  divisions  and 
sales  by  the  children  are  of  record  in  1847,  her  death  must  have  preceded 
these  events. 

THE  LOUDENSLAGERS  are  said  to  have  come  into  Maryland  from  Pennsyl¬ 
vanian  The  first  land  record  noted  is  for  Philip  Loudenslager,  1757,  and  per¬ 
tains  to  a  parcel  of  land  in  Baltimore  County,  lying  on  McGill's  Run,  and 
comprising  25  acres.  In  1794  he  acquired,  by  grant,  the  74-1/2  acre  tract 
known  as  "Come  by  Chance."  This -was  on  the  west  side  of  what  is  now  Han¬ 
over  Road  and  lay  adjacent  to  Board  Run,  a  branch  of  the  Patapsco  system. 
Other  acquisitions  were  made  in  the  Rope  Walk-Baxter 's  Choice-Hooker's 
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Meadow  area.  All  Baltimore  County  records,  up  to  1850,  are  in  Baltimore 
City#  Thereafter  at  the  Towson  Court  House  when  Towson  became  the  county 
seat.  3 

GEORGE  LAU  TENS  LAGER  and  Eva  Barbara  Lautenslager  were  listed  in  the 
early  membership  rolls  of  St.  Paul's  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church,  Arcadia, 
Md.  This  old  church  record,  a  secretaries'  book,  dating  from  1794,  was 
burned  about  1930  while  in  the  possession  of  George  Prechtel,  then  secretary, 
whose  home  was  accidentally  destroyed  by  fire. 

^^FA]^PHL■5T,  giving  in  outline  a  history  of  the  early  growth  of  the  Lutheran 
Church  in  this  area  and  containing  an  abbreviated  transcript  of  this  old  church 
register,  was  prepared  by  a  pastor  of  St.  Paul's,  Rev.  Charles  Stork  Jones, 
A.M.  ,  1902,  A  copy  was  loaned  me  by  William  Benson,  who  lived  on  the 
Hanover  Road,  at  Arcadia.  From  it  I  have  prepared  the  data  used  here.  This 
publication  was  titled  History  of  St.  Paul's  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in 
Baltimore  County,  Maryland. 

The  following  is  a  selected  list  from  the  membership  of  St.  Paul's  - 
1794-1902. 


Abbott, 

David 

1842 

11 

Rachel 

1856 

(m.  Isaiah  Blocher) 

it 

Thomas 

1890 

»i 

Sallie 

1890 

(Upperco) 

it 

William  Hall 

1890 

Lautenslager,  George 

1794 

11 

Eva  Barbara 

1794 

11 

Philip 

1794 

w 

Frank 

1794 

ti 

Magdalene 

1794 

11 

Solomon 

1794 

11 

Adam 

1794 

11 

Emily  J.  C. 

1842 

n 

E.  (Upperco) 

1842 

11 

George 

1857 

Shame  r , 

Jacob 

1856 

n 

John 

1859 

Gittinger,  Elizabeth 

1794 

11 

John 

1827 

11 

Jacob 

1827 

11 

Mary 

1842 

m 

Rebecca 

1842 

11 

Sarah 

1842 

ii 

Frances 

1854 

ti 

Fanny 

1855 

Tracey, 

Sarah 

1883 

11 

Elizabeth 

1883  (Algeier) 

Fletter, 

George 

1794 

If 

Ann  M. 

1794 

»f 

Jacob 

1827 

II 

Mary 

1827 

»« 

Sophie 

1842 

THE  FIRST  ABBOTT  of  our  line  in  America  was  William  Abbott,  and  he  had 
three  sons  -  William,  John  and  David.  His  wife  was  Nancy  Buckingham  and 
both  are  buried  in  the  Methodist  graveyard  at  Sandymount,  now  Sandyville,  on 
the  old  Westminster  Road,  from  Reisterstown  by  way  of  Finksburg.  Nancy 
lived  into  her  104th  year.  Another  age  given  was  102,  another  105  years. 
Therefore,  she  was  born  about  1755". 
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WILLIAM  ABBOTT,  SR.  ,  was  a  school  teacher  and  a  Presbyterian.  He 
came  from  Tipperary,  Ireland,  by  way  of  Cork,  and  settled  near  Sandymount. 
Whether  he  came  from  the  city  or  county  of  Tipperary  is  not  known,  nor  the 
circumstances  attending  his  migration  to  this  part  of  the  United  States.  No 
records  of  the  events  attending  his  marriage  have  been  found  nor  of  his  wife's 
family  connections.  Since  the  only  Buckinghams  in  this  airea  were  descended 
from  a  Benjamin  Buckingham,  who  settled  on  Morgan  Run,  it  may  be  assumed 
that  she  was  his  daughter. 

William  Abbott,  Sr.,  died  June  16,  1841,  and  was  68  years  of  age. 

Nancy  died  March  11,  1858.  This  is  in  accordance  with  the  Jeremiah  Else- 
rode  Bible,  which  was  examined  while  in  the  possession  of  his  son,  Charles 
Elserode.  Therefore,  Nancy  was  18  years  older  than  William.  Was  she  a 
Buckingham  or  the  widow  of  a  Buckingham?  No  daughters  are  mentioned  in 
extant  records  of  Benjamin  Buckingham's  offspring  -  nor  in  those  of  William 
Abbott. 

OF  THE  CHILDREN,  William  removed  to  Baltimore,  married  a  widow  with 
children  but  produced  no  issue  of  his  own.  Therefore,  the  Abbott  descendants 
sprang  from  the  remaining  sons,  John  and  David. 

The  second  son,  John,  was  born  in  about  1794,  died  about  1885  and  is 
buried  at  Mount  Union  Church,  near  Snyd^rsburg.  He  enlisted  in  the  war  of 
1812  and  was  in  the  battle  of  Bladensburg.  He  owned  a  farm  on  Manchester 
Road,  two  miles  north  of  Mexico  village.  It  was  originally  a  tract  of  100  acres. 
His  wife  was  a  Zentz.  There  were  two  sons,  William  and  John.  John  (of 
John)  died  in  Baltimore  City,  about  1919,  at  about  90  years  of  age,  and  is 
buried  at  Hampstead  Methodist  Church.  A  stone  marks  his  grave.  His  wife 
was  Luninda  Armacost,  mother  cf  Alice  Augusta  Brown  who  was  the  wife  of 
John  W.  Brown  and  a  sister  of  Joseph  Abbott  (of  John  of  John). 

WILLIAM  ABBOTT  (of  John)  -  father  of  William  Alphonsus  Abbott  who  related 
from  memory  much  of  this  data  -  died  in  Jefferson  City,  Missouri,  aged 
about  77  years.  He  was  born  in  1824,  married  Sarah  Pugh,  a  daughter  of 
David  Pugh  whose  wife  was  a  Packer  and  of  Scottish  descent.  Sarah  lived 
about  60  years  and  died  of  pneumonia.  There  was  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
in  this  family.  Four  sisters  of  William  Abbott  died  of  tuberculosis  before  50. 

THE  CHILDREN  of  William  and  Sarah  Pugh  Abbott  were: 

~~™  William  Alphonsus  Abbott,  born  Sept.  14,  1846;  died  Feb.  4,  1^31 
David  Theodore,  born  1848 
Sarah  K. ,  born  1850 
John  Jackson,  born  1852 
James  Buchannan,  born  1854 
Margaret,  born  1857 
Elizabeth,  born  I860 

These  Ahbotts  were  Jeffersonian  Democrats  and  Southern  sympathisers. 

WILLIAM  ALPHONSUS  ABBOTT  was  born  on  his  father's  farm,  north  of 
w  exico.  He  ma  meet.  Margaret  Hammond,  daughter  of  Tolbert  and  Mary 
Hammond,  on  September  11,  1864.  They  had  the  following  children: 

Mary  Cedonia,  b.  Hampstead,  1867;  married  John  C.  Wright. 

William  O. ,  b.  Eden,  Carroll  Co. ,  1869. 

John  L.  E.  ,  b.  1872. 

Blanche,  b.  in  Msouri,  1875;  married  Talbott  Wise. 

Maude  M. ,  b.  Mt.  Airy,  Md. ,  1879;  unmarried;  nurse,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Gordon,  b.  Jan.  28,  1883,  in  New  York;  married  Lillie  E.  Lott. 

Mabel,  b.  Oct.  1895;  married  Blaine  Murray  of  Hampstead. 

Alger  Hammond,  b.  Oct.  12,  1891;  married  Jennie  Godfrey,  Berlin,  Md. 
Claude,  b.  Feb.  17,  1893. 

Two  died  in  infancy. 
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’’JUDGE  AL  ABBOTT"  (Magistrate)  lived  on  Main  Str  eet,  Hampstead,  in 
his  later  years,  and  had  a  remarkable  memory.  He  insisted  that  he  saw  a 
strong  family  resemblance  between  his  Abbotts  and  the  Lyman  Abbott  group 
of  Massachusetts.  About  the  time  that  "Al"  Abbott  died,  a  prominent 
Massachusetts  Abbott  also  died  and  his  photograph  was  published.  He  was 
a  "spitting  image"  of  Al  Abbott,  who  had  a  large  head,  intelligent  features, 
was  of  medium  height  and  had  breadth  and  depth  of  body. 

DAVID  ABBOTT,  of  William  Abbott,  the  first,  was  born  August  11,  1799; 
died  March  30,  1871.  He  married  (first  wife)  Ann  Brown,  daughter  of 
Joshua  Brown,  February  17,  1825.  The  Browns  had  blue  eyes.  She  died 
July  19,  1839.  They  had  the  following  children: 

Sarah  Jane,  b.  May  17,  1826;  d.  Sept.  11,  1827. 

Thomas  Jackson,  b.  July  15,  1828;  d.  Sept.  26,  1908.  He  married 
Rebecca  Stansbury  at  home  of  A.  Richards,  Sept.  18,  1883. 

By  Amon  Richards.  Witnesses:  Charles  Brown  and  vife. 

Darexa  E.  -  d.  May  8,  1851. 

David,  Jr.,  b.  Sept.  30,  1833;  d.  Nov.  10,  1910.  Married  Lucinda 
Barnes,  May  2,  1861.  Had  issue. 

William  B.  ,  b.  Feb.  21,  1836;  d.  Aug.  26,  1863.  Married  Mar.  22, 

I860,  to  Elizabeth  Keziah  Flater,  b.  Oct.  27,  1840,  d.  Aug.  24, 
1863.  Only  child,  Amanda  Virginia,  b.  Mar.  22,  1861  , 
d.  April  6,  1930. 

Hanson,  b.  1835;  d.  April  22,  1910.  Married  Martha  Flater,  sister 
of  Elizabeth  Keziah  Flater,  May  27,  1858. 

DAVID  AJ3BOTT,  SR.  ,  married,  as  second  wife,  Rachel  Gittinger,  born 
May  12,  1802;  diea  February  29,  1884.  To  them  were  born: 

Sarah  Ann,  who  married  Jeremiah  Elserode,  March,  1864. 

John  Wesley,  b.  April  26,  1843;  d.  Feb.  25,  1924.  Married 

Lucretia  E.  Richards,  Nov.  26,  1869  (b.  Feb.  22,  1848;  d.  Nov. 
15,  1915).  Their  daughter,  Alice  Grace,  was  born  July  31,  1874; 
d.  Feb.  11,  1926.  She  married  William  Grumbine  of  Westmin¬ 
ster.  No  issue.  There  was  a  brother  who  was  much  younger. 
Amanda  Virginia,  b.  June  24,  1845;  d.  Feb.  24,  1886.  Married 
Aquilla  Tracey,  Dec.  21,  1871. 

The  first  wife  of  David  Abbott,  Sr.,  Ann  Brown,  is  buried  at  Mt.  Gilead;  he 
and  his  second  wife,  Rachel  Gittinger,  are  buried  at  Emory;  and  so  are  many 
other  Abbotts. 

B U C KIN GH AM :  Mrs.  Millie  Albert  Little,  in  her  "Chronicles"  and  supplemen- 
tary  material,  in  abstract,  states,  "The  Buckingham  family  came  from  Buck¬ 
ingham  Manor,  Buckinghamshire,  England.  Our  grandfather  told  us  the  follow¬ 
ing  story  of  his  ancestors:  Two  younger  brothers  of  the  Duke  of  Buckingham 
came  to  America  toward  the  latter  part  of  the  17th  century  and  settled  in 
Baltimore  County.  One  of  the  brothers  was  the  father  of  Obadiah  Buckingham  1.  " 
"The  Duke  was  continually  mixed  up  in  politics,  intrigue,  etc.  " 

"Killed  by  an  assassin  in  the  17th  century.  "  "Served  under  the  ’Cabal  Minis¬ 
try,  "  "Papers  destroyed  when  home  of  Obadiah  Buckingham  burned.  " 

"Benjamin  Buckingham  came  from  England  to  America  in  the  early 
1700’s  and  settled  in  Maryland,  in  what  was  then  Baltimore  County,  now  Carroll 
County,  about  seven  miles  southeast  of  Westminster,  and  took  up  a  grant  of 
land  which  was  called  Buck’s  Folly. 

"Do  not  know  how  many  children  Benjamin  had  but  we  only  know  of  two 
that  we  can  follow,  namely,  William  born  1744,  died  1816,  and  Obadiah,  born 
1757,  died  1839.  " 

Nancy  Buckingham  was  born  about  1755,  died  March  11,  1858,  and  is 
buried  at  Sandymount  M.  E.  Church  with  her  husband,  William  Abbott.  Her 

year  of  birth  fits  in  between  that  of  William  and  Obadiah  (l)  Buckingham  ,  to 
whom  she  may  have  been  a  sister. 
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GEORGE  VTLLIERS  (1592  -  1628),  the  first  Duke  of  Buckingham  in  the 
vnnsTT  line,  had  three  sons,  the  second  one  of  whom,  George,  became 
Duke  of  Buckingham  at  his  father's  death.  This  Duke  (1628-1687)  was  in¬ 
volved  in  the  "Cabal"  with  Charles  II.  His  father  was  more  concerned  with 
the  cause  of  the  Huguenots. 

FOLLOWING  THE  VILLIERS,  the  title  of  Duke  of  Buckingham  was  conferred 
upon  John  Sheffield  (1648-1721).  He  was  succeeded  by  his  illegitimate  son, 
Charles  Herbert  (Encyclo.  Brit.). 

Since  "Duke  of  Buckingham"  was  a  title  and  not  a  family  name,  it  is 
not  clear  to  me  how  the  Buckinghams  could  have  descended  from  a  Duke  unless 
the  name  Buckingham  was  assumed  instead  of  the  family  name. 

AT  ANY  RATE  Maryland  court  records  reveal  that  "John  Buckingham  of  Anna- 
rundell  County"  contracted  to  buy  40  acres  of  land  on  the  "main  falls  of 
Potapsco"  in  Baltimore  County,  in  1722.  In  1740  Benjamin  Buckingham  sold 
50  acres  of  land  in  Baltimore  County.  Thus,  two  Buckinghams  are  identified, 
but  their  origin  is  not  clarified. 

LOUDENSLAGER :  The  name  Loudenslager  is  first  noted  in  the  land  records 
of  Baltimore  County,  at  City  of  Baltimore,  in  1767,  when  Philip  Loudenslager 
bought  13-1/2  acres  of  land  near  Arcadia.  From  then  on  there  are  numerous 
records  of  wills  and  land  transactions. - 

CATHERINE  LOUDENSLAGER,  who  was  the  daughter  of  George  Laudenslager, 
Sr.  ,  and  the  granddaughter  of  Philip  Loudenslager,  who  first  came  to  notice 
as  having  received  a  grant  of  land  in  Baltimore  County  in  1767,  was  a  sister 
of  Philip  Loudenslager,  the  second,  as  attested  by  her  father's  will  which 
also  designated  a  son,  George,  to  serve  with  his  mother,  Barbara,  as  execu¬ 
tors  of  his  will  which  was  recorded  December  5,  1823.  Later,  Philip  II  comes 
to  attention  as  having  bought  the  inherited  land  interests  of  four  of  his  sibs  - 
Margaret,  Gladys,  Conrad  and  Elizabeth  (Everhart)  -  while  John  Shamer 
bought  the  shares  of  Susanna  (Gosnell)  and  John.  The  share  of  Catherine,  his 
wife,  was  automatically  their  joint  possession. 

June  21,  1911,  George  Loudenslager  sold  a  small  parcel  of  land,  which 
was  part  of  "The  Rope  Walk,  "  to  Jacob  Gittinger. 

THEN  THE  RECORDS  SHOW  a  deed  of  partition  between  Philip  and  Elizabeth 
Loudenslager,  of  the  one  part,  and  John  Shamer  and  his  wife,  Catherine,  on 
the  other,  of  the  properties  acquired  by  them  after  the  division  of  the  estate 
of  the  elder  George  Loudenslager,  as  provided  by  his  will.  This  was  dated 
May  31,  1847. 

There  are  no  longer  any  Loudenslager s  in  the  area  between  St.  Paul's 
and  Emory  Churches  and  bounded  on  two  sides  by  Emory  and  Hanover  Roads. 

WHEN  CATHERINE  SHAMER  DIED,  March  17,  1876,  her  life  interest  in  John 
Shamer 's  estate  went  to  their  son,  David  Abbott  Shamer,  excepting  small 
legacies  to  two  other  children.  She  is  buried  alone  on  the  Hanover  Road  side 
of  St.  Paul's  Cemetery. 

FLATER:  Elizabeth  Keziah  Flater,  who  had  brown  eyes  and  black  hair,  and 
who  married  William  B.  Abbott,  March  22,  I860,  was  the  daughter  of  Peter 
Flater  (d.  Jan.  17,  1866)  and  Matilda  Caple  Flater.  After  the  death  of  Peter, 
Matilda  married  Richard  Manning,  but  had  no  children  by  him.  She  died 
May  19,  1879,  aged  76  years,  9  mos.  and  15  days. 

George  Flater  and  Ann  M.  Flater  (Fletter)  were  parents  of  Peter 
Flater.  George  Flater,  Philip  Flater  and  another  brother  came  to  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  from  their  native  country,  presumably  Germany;  George  moved  to 
Maryland,  another  brother  remained  in  Pennsylvania,  while  the  third  went  to 
California.  George  Fletter  and  Ann  M.  Fletter  are  on  the  rolls  of  St.  Paul’s 
Church,  1794.  Ann  died  giving  birth  to  twins.  They  died  also. 
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The  children  of  Peter  Flater  and  his  wife,  Matilda,  were: 


Samuel 

born  Dec.  8  , 

1827 

William 

born  Jan.  9, 

1828 

died  April  12, 

1907 

Jacob 

born  April  1, 

1830 

died  Mar.  16, 

1908 

Mary  A. 

born  May  15, 

1832 

Peter 

born  Aug.  29, 

1836 

died  May  4, 

1853 

Martha  A. 

born  Feb.  20, 

1839 

died  Oct.  26, 

1920 

Elizabeth  Keziah 

born  Oct.  27, 

1840 

died  Aug.  24, 

1863 

Philip 

born  Aug.  7, 

1843 

Matilda  Ruth 

born  Dec.  31, 

1846 

Several  generations  of  Flaters  have  lived  in  the  Finksburg,  Patapsco,  Sandy - 
ville  area  of  Carroll  County,  Maryland. 

BROWN:  The  antecedents  of  Ann  Brown,  daughter  of  Josiah  Brown,  who 
married  David  Abbott,  have  not  been  traced.  Brown  Road,  which  intersects 
the  Hanover  Road  a  short  distance  above  Arcadia  and  goes  southwest  to  the 
old  flour  mill  once  known  as  Spahr's  Mill,  now  Lee's  Mill,  but  originally  as 
Richards  Mill,  indicates  that  Browns  lived  on  that  road. 

Likewise  with  deeds  such  as  the  one  naming  Elisha  Brown  and  wife, 
who  sold  a  part  of  "Hooker's  Meadow  Resurveyed"  in  1851  to  Daniel  Gittinger. 

Elizabeth  Gittinger,  widow  of  Henry  Gittinger,  of  Baltimore  County, 
in  her  will,  1831,  left  ‘  To  daughter,  Mary  Brown,  .  .  "  "Hooker's  JVIeadow 

Resurveyed"  is  named  in  this  will  and  described  as  on  the  Hanover  Road. 

In  1803  John  Brown  and  wife  sold  to  Elizabeth  Gittinger  part  of 
"Hooker's  Meadow  Resurveyed.  " 

Previous  to  183  7,  when  Carroll  County  was  formed,  all  of  this  area 
was  in  Baltimore  County.  Brown's  Road  then  extended  from  the  Hanover 
Road  to  Brown's  Meeting  House,  which  is  now  Wesley  Methodist  Church. 

The  intersection  of  Brown's  Road  with  the  Hanover  Road  remains  in  Balti¬ 
more  County  but  very  close  to  the  Carroll  County  line. 

JOHN  WESLEY  ABBOTT,  uncle  of  Amanda  Virginia  Abbott,  lived  close  to 
that  Richards  Mill,  taught  school  and  was  active  in  church  work  at  Wesley 
Church.  The  public  school  house,  in  which  he  taught,  is  now  being  used  by 
Wesley  Church  as  an  auxiliary  building. 

John  Wesley  Abbott's  mother  was  Rachel  Gittinger,  second  wife  of 
David  Abbott.  The  Gittinger s  were  not  blood  relatives  of  the  Shamer  family. 

DAVID  ABBOTT  SHAMER  remained  with  his  parents  for  the  duration  of 
their  lives.  Following  the  death  of  hs  mother,  March  17,  1876,  and  the 
consequent  inheritance  of  his  father's  estate,  in  which  his  mother  had  a 
life  interest,  he  disposed  of  this  property,  selling  his  thus  acquired  farm 
to  Samuel  F.  Baublitz  and  Mary  E.  Baublitz,  his  wife,  August  28,  1876. 

Then  he  went  to  Missouri.  Returning  from  there  to  marry  Amanda  Virginia 
Abbott,  January  9,  1879 »  he  wanted  to  go  back  but  she  was  not  so  inclined. 
Instead,  he  then  purchased  from  John  T.  Upperco  and  Sarah  Upperco,  his 
wife,  a  100 -acre  farm,  south  of  Trenton,  Baltimore  County,  September  24, 
1879.  There  Maurice  Emory  Shamer  was  born  October  12,  1879.  They 
were  not  quite  sure  whether  it  was  Saturday  night  or  Sunday  morning.  Dis¬ 
satisfied  with  this  purchase  because  of  isolation  from  friends  and  family, 
he  sold  to  Thomas  Merryman,  March  28,  1881. 

NEXT  HE  MOVED  to  a  rented  house  on  the  Dover  Road,  near  Arcadia,  Bal¬ 
timore  County,  secured  a  job  with  William  Augustus  Burk  who  died  August 
19,  1897,  when  59  years  of  age.  Fatness  may  have  shortened  his  life. 

"Gus  1  Burk  owned  and  operated  a  general  merchandise  store  and 
granary;  conducted  a  ticket  office  for  the  Western  Maryland  Railway;  also 
a  U.  S.  Post  Office.  There  "Dave"  Shamer  made  himself  generally  useful. 

George  Preston  Shamer  was  born  at  the  Arcadia  home,  March  26, 

1883.  He  was  named  for  members  of  the  Burk  family  -£5eorge  A.  Burk  and 
Preston  Winterode. 
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THE  FORMER  DAVID  ABBOTT  PLACE  on  the  Emory  Road,  being  for  sale, 
he  bought  it  from  George  A.  Harrison,  March  1,  1884,  and  farmed  until  he 
sold  to  Millard  Fillmore  Burke,  March  2,  1887.  During  the  stay  there 
Annie  Pearl  Shamer  was  born,  August  6,  1885.  Dr.  James  H.  Wilson,  our 
neighbor  on  the  east,  was  the  attending  physician.  Maurice  was  then  in  his 
sixth  year  and  had  been  put  out  of  the  house  while  the  event  was  in  progress. 
Hearing  a  baby's  cry,  curiosity  prompted  him  to  look  through  a  window  from 
the  porch.  He  saw  the  baby  being  bathed  and  dressed  -  his  first  remembered 
experience  with  obstetrics.  Later,  when  his  father  asked  him  if  he  wanted 
to  see  his  little  sister,  he  said,  "I've  already  seen  her.  "  The  next  question 
was,  "How?" 

Old  Emily  Meyers,  from  the  hills  north  of  us,  came  to  do  the  nursing. 

All  was  without  mishap  -  maybe. 

While  living  there,  Maurice  E.  Shamer  reached  school  age  and  was 
entered  at  the  Fowblesburg  public  school.  Irving  Ebaugh:  was  the  teacher. 

Later  he  graduated  in  medicine  and  practiced  in  Baltimore. 

THE  NEXT  MOVE  was  to  Eden,  Carroll  County,  a  place  then  existing  west  of 
Snydersburg.  There  he  bought  a  property  consisting  of  a  house,  combining 
store  and  residence,  and  a  small  tract  of  land.  Stock,  fixtures  and  good  will 
were  included  in  the  deal.  Here  he  kept  store  about  one  year,  then  moved  to 
Baltimore.  During  most  of  the  time  spent  at  Eden  the  wife  and  mother  was  in 
poor  health.  This  ray  have  been  due  to  postpartum  difficulties.  Pearl  had  the 
"take-off"  -  a  nutritional  disease  of  babies  not  uncommon  in  those  days. 

IN  BALTIMORE  the  first  family  residence  was  in  a  rented  house  at  1333  North 
Fulton  Avenue.  As  a  temporary  job  he  drove  a  horse -car  on  Fulton  Avenue. 

The  next  move  was  to  1800  Lorman  Street,  a  brick:  twe-story  house  with  a 
store  front.  Here  he  engaged  in  the  grocery  business  and  was  busy.  He  owned 
the  ground  rent  on  this  property  but  whether  he  ever  owned  the  building  is  not 
remembered. 

NEXT  HE  BOUGHT  1213  North  Gilmor  Street  and  moved  there,  bought  stalls 
in  Lafayette  Market  and  engaged  in  the  butter,  eggs  and  poultry  business. 

Later  he  opened  a  vegetable  stall  also.  His  wife  handled  most  of  the  selling  - 
and  buying  -  at  the  first  stall  and  was  popular  with  the  customers,  some  of 
whom  were  of  the  elite  of  the  northwestern  section  of  the  city.  *  The  whole  family 
shared  in  the  worn  of  handling  the  items  of  trade  and  help  was  hired  for  the 
housekeeping  at  the  home.  In  addition,  the  produce  of  some  hucksters  from 
Carroll  County  was  hauled,  after  being  shipped  by  rail  to  Fulton  Station,  and 
many  tons  of  potatoes  were  disposed  of  to  stores  as  a  sideline. 

SATURDAY  AFTERNOON,  December  28,  1890,  he  was  seized  with  acute  abdom- 
inal  pain  and  died  about  4:00  A.  M.  Monday  morning.  It  is  doubtful  whether  the 
cause  of  death  was  then  known,  but  later  knowledge  of  peptic  ulcer  leads  to  the 
belief  that  his  death  resulted  from  a  perforated  peptic  ulcer.  He  was  interred 
at  St.  Paul's,  near  Arcadia,  January  1,  1891.  A  stone  marking  his  grave  was 
provided  by  his  widow.  Later  a  family  monument  was  erected  by  the  children. 
The  market  business  was  continued  with  success,  by  his  widow,  until  she  de¬ 
cided  to  retire  and  go  to  Alesia  to  be  near  her  daughter. 

BEFORE  GIVING  DETAILS  on  the  individuals,  let  us  repeat  that  the  children 
of  David  Abbott  Siiamer  and  Amanda  Virginia  Abbott  Shamer  were: 

Maurice  Emory  Shamer,  born  October  12,  1879,  on  a  farm  south  of 
Trenton,  Baltimore  County,  owned  by  his  father; 

George  Preston  Shamer  (named  for  persons  out  of  the  family),  born 
March  26,  1883,  on  the  Dover  Road,  Araadia,  Maryland; 

Annie  Pearl  Shamer,  born  August  6,  1885,  at  the  former  David  Abbott 
farm  on  the  Emory  Road,  the  third  property  from  the  Hanover  Road. 
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MAURICE  EMORY  SHAMER,  the  author  of  this  ancestral  history,  was 
married  to  Bertha  Elizabeth  Tapman,  June  18,  1922,  at  the  home  of  her 
parents,  2733  Greenmount  Avenue,  Baltimore,  Maryland.  Their  children 
were: 

Miriam  Abbott,  born  January  26,  1925; 

Margaret  Gillett,  born  March  16,  1927; 

David  Howard,  born  November  27,  1928;  -  all  at  the  Women's  Hospital, 
while  our  home  was  at  3300  West  North  Avenue,  Baltimore  City, 

IN  EARLY  CHILDHOOD  all  were  blue -eyed  blonds.  Later  the  hair  of  the  girls 
became  light  brown  while  David's  is  sandy  and  thinning,  thus  indicating  an 
early  baldness  as  was  present  in  his  Grandfather  Tapman  and  his  Uncle  Walter. 
Uncle  Sam  (Samuel  Fletcher  Tapman)  had  blue  eyes  and  light  brown  hair; 

Uncle  Walter  (Walter  Hollingshead  Tapman)  had  blue  eyes  and  dark  brown  hair. 
Mother  and  Father  Tapman  were  blends,  .turning  to  light  brown  as  they  became 
older;  likewise  with  Aunt  Pearl;  Uncle  George  was  dark  brown,  and  all  had 
light  eyes. 

In  height,  Miriam  is  5  fee^,  3  inches;  Peggy,  5  feet,  7  inches;  David, 

5  feet,  11  inches. 


ALL  WERE  SENT  TO  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS  because  it  was  felt  that  since  in  adult 
life  they  would  be  meeting  people  of  all  classes,  the  public  schools  would 
better  provide  them  with  needful  understanding  of  grades  of  social  and  economic 
differences.  Besides,  the  economy  of  the  situation  may  have  had  its  bearing, 
also  the  desire  to  avoid  any  inclinations  toward  snobbishness. 

All  began  in  kindergarten  and  advanced  normally.  Circumstances  pro¬ 
gressed  Miriam  one  school  year  beyond  her  chronological  age. 

From  Windsor  Hills  elementary  school  they  passed  on  to  high  school 
by  way  of  Garrison  Junior  High  School.  The  girls  went  to  Western  High  and 
David  to  Forest  Park  High.  Then  to  college. 


Miriam: 

Graduated  from  Western  High  School 

Graduated  from  Goucher  College 

Graduated  from  University  of  Maryland  School 

of  Medicine 

Interned  at  Lutheran  Hospital  of  Maryland 
Assistant  Resident  in  Medicine  at  Lutheran 
Married  medical  school  classmate, 

Harold  Lawrence  Daly, 

Went  to  Albion,  Michigan,  to  practice  medicine 
H.  L.  Daly,  general,  surgery 


1942 

1946 

1950 
one  year 
one  year 

July  28,  19 48 
1955 


Margaret: 

Graduated  from  Western  High  School 

Attended  Goucher  college 

Graduated  from  Woman's  College,  University  of 

North  Carolina 

Taught  in  public  school,  Baltimore, 

Took  pre-medical  science  courses  at  Goucher  College 
and  Johns  Hopkins  Summer  School,  bettveen 
February,  1949  and  June,  1950 

Entered  Medical  School,  University  of  Maryland,  one  year,  1950-51 

Married  Rodney  Marius  Petersen,  whom  she  came  to  know 

when  he  was  organist  and  choir  director  at  Walbrook  /V^V.  i  ?  5  / 
Methodist  Church 

Went  to  Birmingham,  Michigan  1952 

There  Rodney  became  organist  and  choir  director  at 
First  Methodist  Church  • 


1944 
one  year 

1948 
one  term 
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David: 


Graduated  from  Forest  Park  High  School 
Graduated  from  University  of  Maryland,  pre-medical 
At  end  of  3d  college  year,  application  for  admission 
to  U.  of  M.  School  of  Medicine  not  granted 
One  year  of  graduate  study  at  U.  M.  before  being  drafted 
into  U.S.  Army  and  assigned  to  Ordnance,  Aberdeen 
Transferred  to  Medical  Corps,  September  ZZ,  195Z,  and 
sent  to  Camp  Pickett,  Virginia,  for  training.  Later 
ordered  to  Brooke  Army  Medical  Center,  Fort  Sam  Houston 


1947 

1951 


195Z 


Aoril 


1955 
1958 
one  year 


Texas 

Graduated  from  Dental  School,  U.  of  Md. 

Dental  Interne,  Lutheran  Hospital  of  Maryland 
Began  private  practice  of  dentistry  at 

8008  Harford  Road 
First  Lieutenant,  ACORN  Advanced  Base  Command,  Division  5-Z 
Naval  Reserve  Training  Center,  Fort  McHenry,  Baltimore,  Md. 
Associate  in  oral  surgery,  Medical  Staff,  Lutheran  Hospital 
Associate  in  oral  surgery,  Medical  Staff,  Church  Home  Hospital 
Associate  in  oral  surgery,  Medical  Staff,  St.  Joseph's  Hospital 


July  1,  1959 


THE  SPOUSES  of  the  above  Shamer  offspring  are: 

Harold  Lawrence  Daly,  Jr.,  born  in  Elkhart,  Indiana,  January  9,  1924. 

Son  of  Harold  Lawrence  Daly,  born  in  Elkhart,  Indiana,  October  Z0, 
1895,  and 

Viola  Higgins,  born  in  Goshen,  Indiana,  February  Z,  1899. 

The  father  of  Viola  Higgins  was  Levi  Higgins,  born  1875,  died  June 
1959.  Her  mother,  Lottie  Richmen,  was  born  in  1876  and  isstill 
living  (I960). 

Charles  Daly,  born  1865,  died  1836,  was  the  father  of  Harold  L. 

Daly,  Sr.  His  mother  was  Carrie  Morgan,  who  died  about  1934. 

Date  of  birth  not  available. 

John  Lawrence  Daly  was  the  father  of  Charles  Daly.  He  came  to  Elk¬ 
hart,  Indiana,  in  18Z4,  when  10  years  of  age. 


Rodney  Marius  Petersen,  born  April  Z8,  1925,  at  Brooklyn,  New  York. 

Son  of  Alma  Mortensen  Petersen,  the  fifth  of  nine  children,  who  was 
born  at  Cambridge,  Massachusetts,  September  1Z,  1893. 

She  was  married  December  17,  1917,  to 

Aage  Marius  Petersen,  who  was  born  at  Copenhagen,  Denmark, 

March  11,  1889.  He  left  Denmark  in  May,  19  11,  to  come  to  the  U.  S.  A. 
Occupation:  Supervisor  of  Service,  Dining  Car  Department,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Railroad.  He  died  October  13,  1947,  of  coronary  disease. 

A  sister  of  Aage  Marius  Petersen  is  living  in  Copenhagen,  Denmark. 
Alma's  parents  were  both  born  in  Denmark  but  met,  and  were  married, 
in  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  February  Z6,  188Z. 

Alma's  father  died  June  Z3,  1940,  of  cancer;  mother  died  August  Z3, 
1933,  from  an  automobile  accident. 

Rodney  Marios  attended  public  schools  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  ,  graduated 
from  Erasmus  Hall  High  School,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  ,  June,  1943.. 

Awarded  Music  Medal  in  recognition  of  services  as  concert  master 
of  orchestra  and  duties  as  assembly  organist. 

Member  of  St.  Paul's  Choristers,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. ,  1934-1939. 
Assistant  to  choirmaster,  194Z-1943. 


Military  Service:  Army  Air  Force. 

Inducted  August  Z,  1943;  dis’charged  November  5,  19/45,  with  ranckof 
Staff  Sergeant.  Basic  training  at  Greensboro,  N.  C. 
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Attended  Gettysburg  College,  Gettysburg,  Pa. ,  as  aviation  student 
and  given  academic  courses  in  preparation  for  Air  Crew  Training. 

Upon  termination  of  Air  Crew  Training  program,  transferred  to 
Florida  for  training,  in  aerial  gunnery. 

Overseas  service  was  in  England  as  gunner  on  B-24  Liberator  Heavy 
Bomber.  Flew  21  combat  missions  over  Germany.  Awarded  the 
Air  Medal,  plus  2  oak  leaf  clusters  -  took  part  in  four  major  battles. 
Upon  return  to  U.S.  ,  served  in  Texas  as  non-commissioned  officer 
in  charge  of  Post  Library,  Harlingen  Air  Field. 

Entered  Westminster  Choir  College,  Princeton,  N.  J. ,  November 
1945,  g  raduated  with  Bachelor  of  Music  degree,  May,  1949. 

Churches  served:  St.  Andrew's  Episcopal,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  ;  St.  John's 
in  the  village,  New  York  City;  Walbrook  Methodist,  Baltimore,  kid.; 
First  Methodist,  Birmingham,  Michigan,  where  he  is  now  (I960), 
Minister  of  Music. 

The  Birmingham  church  is  a  suburban  congregation  of  some  2800 
members.  They  have  eight  singing  choirs,  plus  handbell  choirs. 

There  are  close  to  350  people  actively  engaged  in  the  musical  organi¬ 
zation  of  the  church. 


Delores  Margaret  Kempf,  born  September  15,  193  2  in  Baltimore;  daughter 
of  John  Edward  Kempf  and  Dorothy  Julia  Horan. 

John  E.  Kempf  was  born  in  U.S.  A.  of  German  parents,  June  10. 

1905.  Father  from  Hamburg;  mother  born  in  U.S.  A.  of  German-born 
parents.  He  is  steam  fitter  by  trade. 

Dorothy  J.  Horan,  wife  of  John  E.  Kempf,  was  born  August  18,  1905, 
in  U.S.  A.  Her  father  came  from  Ireland;  her  mother  was  born  in 
U.S.  A.  of  German  parents. 

Delores  was  married  to  David  H.  Shamer,  December  20,  1952,  while 
he  was  still  on  duty  at  Aberdeen.  She  graduated  from  the  School  of 
Nursing,  Lutheran  Hospital  of  Maryland,  February,  1954.  Previous¬ 
ly  she  had  graduated  from  Eastern  High  School,  February  1951. 

After  obtaining  her  nursing  degree,  she  took  post-graduate  courses 
at  University  of  Maryland  and  at  Catholic  University,  Washington, 
but  this  work  was  interrupted  before  completing  the  credits  necessary 
for  a  Bachelor's  degree  in  Education.  Then  her  nursing  duties 
assumed  a  different  type.  For  a  time  she  was  a  general  staff  nurse 
at  Lutheran  Hospital,  later  held  a  position  as  supervisor  in  the  nursing 
service. 

THE  ABOVE  OUTLINE  of  collateral  accessions  to  the  Shamer  lineage  indicates 
a  heritage  of  much  advantage  to  all  concerned.  The  grandchildren  of 
Maurice  and  Bertha  Shamer  are  all  blond,  with  light  eyes.  It  is  hoped  that 
they  will  all  become  brownettes,  of  some  degree,  later  -  and  remain  so. 

Their  mental  and  physical  endowments  are  quite  promising. 


THE  CHILDREN  of  the  aforesaid  sibling 
John  Lawrence  Daly 
John  Marius  Petersen 
Martha  Elizabeth  Daly 
Robert  Emory  Petersen 
Thomas  Preston  Daly 
Katherine  Ann  Shamer 
James  Rodney  Petersen 
Susan  Margaret  Petersen 
Margaret  Elizabeth  Shamer 
David  Tapman  Daly 
David  Howard  Shamer,  Jr. 


,  and  their  spouses,  as  of  I960,  are: 
born  Jan.  9,  1953 

"  July  6,  1953 

"  March  26,  1954 
"  Feb.  177,  1955 
"  March  29,  1956 
"  Sept.  12,  1956 
"  Jan.  25,  1957 

"  Dec.  3,  1958 

"  March  12,  1959 
"  Nov.  14,  1959 
"  August  30,  I960 
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M-AURICE  EMORY  SHAMER  is  5'  4-1/2"  in  height,  stocky  and  well-muscled, 
and  at  60  years  of  age  weighed  155  pounds,  without  obvious  corpulence.  At 
80  his  weight  was  165  pounds,  with  increase  of  girth.  In  youth  his  hair  was 
light  browa,  with  two  light  spots  on  upper  parietal  regions.  Hair  is  now  gray 
to  white  and  is  thin  on  top.  Eyes  are  gray-blue.  He  is  fctill  active  and  well 
preserved  tho  tiring  easily. 

WHEN  SIX  YEARS  OF  AGE  he  was  living  at  the  family  farm,  on  the  Emory 
Road,  and  was  sent  to  a  one -room  school  at  Fowblesburg.  During  the  next 
year  he  attended  a  similar  school  at  Eden,  Carroll  County.  At  that  time  his 
father  was  operating  a  country  store  in  this  village,  located  west  of  Snyder s- 
burg. 

THEN  TO  BALTIMORE  in  1887,  and  the  public  schools  with  their  separate 
class  rooms  and  individual  teachers.  Desiring  to  go  to  work,  he  left  high 
school  and  his  second  job  was  clerk  in  a  grocery  store,  close  to  Lafayette 
Market.  There  much  was  learned  about  foods  and  people.  Many  of  the  cus¬ 
tomers  were  people  of  culture  and  refinement  and  this  influence  was  quite  good. 
The  grocery  was  operated,  first,  by  John  W.  Backer,  later  by  Boerner 
Brothers,  Casper  and  Fred.  Their  brother,  Charles,  was  in  their  employ  as 
a  solicitor  of  orders  for  their  merchandise.  Remnants  of  both  families  remain 
as  friends  and  patients. 

DURING  THE  SEVENTH  GRADE,  grammar  school,  he  was  fortunate  in  having 
as  a  teacher,  Albert  J.  Gminder,  who  undertook  to  interest  his  class  in 
chemistry  and  natural  sciences;  also,  he  conducted  an  after-school  class  in 
elementary  German.  "this  was  of  short  duration,  but  those  efforts  of  a  master 
teacher  touched  off"  an  interest  in  such  matters  and  a  desire  for  increased 
knowledge  which,  fostered  by  home  study,  culminated  in  a  desire  to  enter  a 
medical  college  for  this  purpose.  After  matriculation  at  the  Southern  Homoeo¬ 
pathic  Medical  College,  1900,  he  graduated  from  there  in  1904.  There  he 
made  high  marks  and  supplemented  his  didactic  instruction  with  a  hospital 
internship  and  clinical  work  amongst  the  alley  people  of  the  community.  All 
of  this  was  enjoyable,  but  he  had  no  desire  to  engage  in  private  practice. 
Agriculture  seemed  more  attractive. 

THEN,  AFTER  A  PERIOD  of  "finding  himself,  "  he  entered  practice  with  eager - 
ness  and  opened  an  office  on  North  Fulton  Avenue,  in  the  500  block  and  con-° 
tinued  there  until  his  savings  enabled  him  to  buy  a  house  at  3300  West  North 
Avenue,  Walbrook.  While  on  Fulton  Avenue,  he  spent  a  year  in  graduate  work 
at  the  Baltimore  Medical  College  and  received  their  diploma  in  1910.  Also, 
special  courses  were  taken  at  Johns  Hopkins  Hospital  and  the  University  of 
Maryland. 

THE  BALTIMORE  MEDICAL  COLLEGE,  having  merged  with  the  University 
of  Maryland  behoof  of  Medicine  in  1913,  the  year  I960  will  mark  the  50th 
year  after  graduation  of  the  1910  class  of  the  School  of  Medicine,  University 
of  Maryland  (BMC).  It  is  customary  to  issue  certificates  to  alumni  on  this 
occasion  to  those  who  have  survived. 

BEING  INCLINED  to  multiple  interests  and  having  considerable  mechanical 
aptitude,  his  main  interest  in  medicine  was  directed  to  surgical  procedures, 
especially  obstetrics,  gynecology  and  related  subjects,  such  as  eugenics  and 
ethical  culture. 

AFTER  REMODELING  the  property,  moving  to  3300  West  North  Avenue  was 
delayed  until  May,  1916,  by  lack  of  a  housekeeper.  But  good  fortune  brought 
a  family  of  unusual  quality  to  share  the  house  in  exchange  for  services.  This 
happy  relationship  continued  until  his  marriage  in  1922. 
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HAVING  BOUGHT  the  adjoining  twin  house  about  1919  and  rented  it  to 
family  tenants  until  1924,  the  two  houses  were  then  joined  and  the  twin 
entrances  redesigned  to  resemble  a  single  house.  A  two -story  addition 
was  also  added,  providing  a  sun  room,  a  nursery  room,  bath  and  closets. 
Then  the  second  house,  next  door,  became  the  dwelling  and  the  office  was 
continued  on  the  first  floor  of  the  corner  house.  Other  space  was  rented 
as  apartments  and  produced  revenue  for  meeting  taxes  and  other  general 
expenses.  Here  the  three  children  were  reared  and  prepared  for  the 
adult  lives  in  which  they  are  now  engrossed. 

OF  A  PHILOSOPHICAL.  TURN  OF  MIND,  he  has  been  especially  interested 
in  the  conservation  of  natural  resources;  in  ecology,  heredity  and  human 
eugenics;  in  the  education  of  all  ages  in  these  matters  and  in  ethical 
standards. 

IN  AN  EFFORT  to  satisfy  a  fondness  for  the  out-of-doors  -  the  land,  water 
and  living  things  -  he  became  the  owner  of  a  tract  of  farm  and  timber  land, 
with  buildings,  in  the  Hampstead  district  of  Carroll  County,  Maryland. 

There  his  children  and  many  others  were  enabled  to  have  contact  with  rural 
conditions. 

This  place  was  the  site  of  a  paper  mill  erected  by  Isaac  Hoffman 
in  1847.  He  was  the  grandson  of  the  William  Hoffman  who  established  the 
Hoffman  Paper  Mills,  on  the  Gunpowder  Falls,  about  1776.  A  book  on 
"The  History  of  the  Hoffman  Paper  Mills  in  Maryland"  has  been  written 
by  Mrs.  May  A.  Seitz,  of  Towson. 

HIS  HEALTH  has  been  excellent  excepting  for  the  periodic  discomforts  of  a 
peptic  ulcer  -  probably  gastric  -  and  headaches,  with  nausea  and  vomiting, 
resulting  from  a  sensitivity  to  chocolate  before  the  cause  was  discovered, 
about  30  years  ago.  Also,  in  1904,  he  sustained  a  heart  strain  while  tussl¬ 
ing  with  junior  students  in  his  senior  year  in  medical  school.  This  was 
troublesome  for  a  long  time  but  by  "living  down  tohiis  heart"  this  became 
well  adjusted.  He  avoided  the  use  of  tobacco,  alcohol  and  other  habit¬ 
forming  drugs,  nor  did  he  engage  in  gambling  games  or  betting  on  the  races. 

BERTHA  ELIZABETH  TAPMAN  was  born  in  South  Baltimore,  an  East  Cross 
Street  near  Light.  Later  she  lived  at  1283  William  Street,  where  her 
family  moved  when  she  was  about  three  years  of  age.  In  1905  her  parents 
purchased  the  property  at  2733  Greenmount  Avenue  from  Aunt  Laura  Hollings - 
head  -  nee  Taprnan  -  and  there  she  resided  and  practiced  medicine  until 
residence  was  assumed  at  3300  West  North  Avenue  as  the  wife  of  Maurice 
E.  Shame  r. 

SHE  ATTENDED  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS,  thru  second  year  Eastern  High  School, 
then  was  matriculated  at  Women's  Medical  College,  Baltimore,  from  which 
she  graduated  with  high  marks  in  1907. 

Later  she  worked  in  clinics  at  Johns  Hopkins  Medical  School,  at 
McCulloh  Street  Dispensary  and  with  the  Juvenile  Court  of  Baltimore  City. 

HER  PROFESSIONAL  ACTIVITIES  were  devoted  mainly  to  women  and  chil- 
dren,  with  a  special  interest  in  obstetrics.  On  Locust  Point  alone,  she  con¬ 
ducted  more  than  500  deliveries,  but  abandoned  this  area  after  the  work 
became  too  demanding  because  of  its  nature  and  the  distance  from  her  home. 

It  was  while  handling  a  case  at  Maryland  General  Hospital,  during 
the  night  of  September  20,  1921,  that  she  casually  met  Maurice  E.  Shamer 
who  was  likewise  occupied  with  a  case.  October  12th  they  met  formally  at 
a  dinner  provided  by  a  mutual  friend.  Matrimony  was  her  next  professional 
attainment.  After  she  became  encumbered  with  her  own  family  duties,  her 
medical  practice  had  to  be  limited  to  office  appointments. 

WELL  DEVELOPED  and  tallish  in  appearance,  she  is  5'  7"  in  height  and 
weighs  150  pounds.  Hair  is  light  brown,  now  graying,  and  her  eyes  are 
bluish. 
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PISTON  SHAMER,  brother  of  Maurice  and  Pearl,  is  now  (I960) 
a  Retired  Captain,  Supply  ^orps,  U.S.N.  and  is  living  by  himself  at  San 
Francisco,  California. 

He  is  well-built,  5'  6"  tall  and  only  a  little  overweight.  His  eyes  are 
blue  and  his  hair  a  wavy  dark  brown,  similar  to  that  his  mother  had.  Hair 
is  now  graying. 

Early  in  his  teens  he  manifested  a  fondness  and  talent  for  music  and 
began  playing  the  organ  at  Fulton  Avenue  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Bald - 
more»  which  he  attended.  Eater  he  considered  studying  pipe  organ  at  Peabody 
Institute,  but  had  to  give  up  the  idea  when  he  was  accepted  for  duty  in  the 
Pay  Corps,  United  States  Navy. 

Early  in  his  career  at  Baltimore  City  College  he  began  participating 
in  school  activities  and  when  in  his  senior  year  was  president  of  his  class, 
president  of  The  Bancroft  Literary  Society,  editor-in-chief  of  The  Greenbag 
and  had  a  leading  part  in  his  class  play. 

HE  WAS  MARRIED  to  Ethel  Louise  Nickols,  at  old  Prince  of  Peace  Church, 

Vv  alb  rook,  July  Z8,  1908.  Four  children  were  born  to  them.  The  first, 

George  Preston,  Jr.  ,  died  in  Philadelphia  when  about  5  years  of  age  He 
was  born  May  20,  1909,  died  October  15,  1914,  and  was  buried  at  Louden 
Park  Cemetery,  in  the  Nickols  lot. 

THE  FATHER  of  Ethel  Louise  Nickols  Shamer  was  Frank  Hugh  Keyes  Nickols, 
who  was  born  in  England  of  Saxon  and  Norman  stocks  of  long  lineage.  The 
mother,  Jemima  Louise  McCrone,  descended  from  a  prominent  line  of  Hugue¬ 
nots  who  came  to  New  York,  and  then  to  Delaware,  in  the  late  seventeenth 
century.  .  Their  history  is  an  interesting  one,  but  to  relate  it  is  their  privilege, 
so  herewith  the  following:  Copy  of  letter  from  Ethel  Louise  Nickols  Shamer, 
dated  August  2,  193  7: 


UNITED  STATES  NAVY  YARD 
CAVITE,  PHILIPPINES 

The  Naudains  of  Delaware: 

Elias  Naudain  born  1655,  married  Jabel  Arnand  1676;  died  1685.  Had 
four  children,  the  third  being  Elias,  born  1681  -  His  second  wife  was  Lydia 
LeRoux  born  July  21,  1715  -  Elias  Naudain  was  a  shipmaster  of  La  Tremolade, 
a  little  seaport  on  west  side  of  France,  30  mi.  south  of  LaRochelle,  and  ICO 
mi.  north  of  Bordeaux,  Huguenot  settlement  with  the  exception  of  five  or  six 
families  -  (that  is  LaTremolade).  In  1681  their  church  was  taken  from  them 
and  turned  into  a  Roman  Catholic  church.  Not  content  with  this  Louis  XIV 
(influenced  by  Richelieu)  sent  his  dragonades  to  force  the  inhabitants  to  em¬ 
brace  the  R.  Catholic  religion.  They  determined  to  leave  France.  Elias 
Naudain  with  his  wife  and  three  children,  1682  fled  to  Hampton  (Arch.  Nat), 

See  also  La  Reforme  en  Saintonge  by  E.  Moatarde,  #2  Hyguenct  Emigration 
to  America  by  Charles  Baird,  D.  D.  vol.  II,  pp.  34.  Elias  Naudain  obtained 
from  Charles  II  letters  patent  for  their  naturalization  dated  at  Whitehall 
Nov.  17,  1681  in  which  he  is  described  as  a  master  of  a  ship.  This  was  before 
England  had  a  naturalization  law,  Parliament  being  averse  to  granting  natur  - 
alization  to  foreigners  except  in  special  cases.  He  returned  to°La  Tremolade 
in  1682,  gathered  his  children  and  such  things  as  he  could  take  with  him, 

the  dragonaires  and  landed  at  Southampton,  went  to  London  where  he 
and  his  family  were  naturalized  in  the  French  church  in  Threadneedle  St.  on 
Sept.  6,  1682.  He  continued  to  be  master  of  his  ship  until  he  died.  The  last 
record  of  him  is  of  being  present  at  a  baptismal  service  in  Threadneedle  St. 
church  on  April  26,  1685.  His  widow  came  to  America  in  1686.  She  and  her 
brother,  Andre'  Armand,  are  listed  among  the  first  colonists  of  Narragansett. 
Andre'  Armand  went  later  to  Boston.. 

Ref.  Lists  of  Foreign  Protestants  and  Aliens  Resident  in  England  1618- 
1688  by  Em.  Durant  Cooper  for  Camden  Society  pp.  33  - 
2)  Protestant  Exiles  from  France  by  Rev.  C.  A.  Agnew,  Vol.  II,  pp.  49. 
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3)  Franc oise  Naudain  daughter  of  Elie  Naudain  and  Joel  Arnand  his  wife,  Tews. 
Isaac  de  Lestrelle  et  Marie  Arnand,  Sept.  6,  1682  (Publications  by  Huguenot 
Society  of  London  -  Threadneedle  St.  -  Vol.  H,  pp.  253. 

4)  Ibid.  pp.  276. 

The  widow  of  Elie  Naudain  married  Jacolb  Ratier  in  Narragansett 
Mch  18,  1689,  as  appears  in  "Minutes  of  the  Consisterio  of  Narragansett  - 
My  mother  is  in  direct  line  from  her  son  Elias  by  her  first  marriage.  Her 
second  husband  having  died  (Will  of  Dec.  8,  1702  -  I  have  a  copy).  Mme. 

Ratier  made  her  home  with  her  second  son  Elias  in  Delaware  where  tradition 
says  she  died  in  1720  or  *21.  The  Father  of  Elias,  first  husband  of  Jabel 
Arnand  was  Andre'  Naudain.  He  was  one  of  the  first  sfettlers  of  New  Rochelle, 
N.  Y.  His  name  appears  on  the  monument  erected  at  Hudson  Pk.  ,  New 
Rochelle,  N.  Y. 

Ref.  Protestant  Exiles  from  France,  Agne  -  Vol.  H,  pp.  67- 

2)  Huguenot  Emigrants  to  America,  Baird  -  Vol.  II,  pp.  35. 

3)  New  York  Wills,  Liber  7,  pp.  65  (N.  Y.  Historical  Society  Collection, 

Vol.  I  -  pp.  354  - 

P.  Peirot  was  the  minister  of  the  French  Church  at  N.  Y.  The  son 
Elias  married  Lydia  le  Roux  of  West  Chester  Co.,  N.  Y. ,  July  21,  1715, 
second  wife.  His  fourth  son  iy  this  marriage  was  Arnold  (doubtless  meant 
for  Arnand  (family  name).  Arnold  married  Catharine  Allfree  Jan.  1,  1751. 

His  father  Elias  was  also  a  ship  master.  In  the  "Hamilton  Record"  by  A. 

Boyd  Hamilton  it  is  stated  that  this  Elias  Naudain  was  in  command  of  the 
sloop  "Hope"  which  entered  Philadelphia  from  Boston  on  Thursday,  Oct.  2, 

1729,  loaded  with  stores.  He  finally  bought  land  in  Delaware  and  built  a 
substantial  homestead  of  brick.  It  is  still  owned  and  occupied  by  Naudains. 

(I  have  also  the  record  of  the  Leroux  family,  alfeo  Huguenots.  ) 

The  name  Leroux  also  appears  upon  the  monument  in  Hudson  Pk, 

Ne  w  Rochelle. 

The  first  record  of  Elias  Naudain  in  Delaware  is  his  appointment  as 
administrator  of  the  estate  of  Peter  Andre,  Mch  10,  1717.  He  is  also  men¬ 
tioned  as  an  elder  of  a  Synod  of  Phila  1717.  He  bought  414  acres  of  land  at 
Taylor's  Bridge  Appoquiniment  Hundred,  Delaware  and  built  the  homestead 
now  standing  today  and  in  present  use. 

The  monument  to  his  son  Arnold  is  in  Drawyer's  (famous  antique 
church  of  Del)  Cemetery.  He  died  Aug.  6,  1796,  aged  73. 

His  daughter  Mary  Elizabeth  born  July  24,  1827  was  my  mother's 
mother.  She  married  Samuel  D.  Norwood,  a  Baltimore  clergyman,  when 
she  was  16  yr.  old.  Her  second  husband  was  John  McCrone,  my  grand¬ 
mother  (  ?  ?) 

My  mother,  Jemima  Louise  McCrone,  was  born  March  2d  1851  - 
passed  on  Feb.  20,  1916  - 

John  McCrone  was  a  well-to-do  farmer,  born  in  New  Castle  Co.  ,  EXel. 
Jan.  10,  1821.  He  lived  on  an  extensive  farm  near  Warwick,  Del.  where 

he  died  Oct.  24,  1866,  leaving  his  widow  with  eight  small  children. 

The  McCrones  have  an  interesting  history,  too.  They  came  from 
Ireland  (Scotch  Irish  Protestant)  around  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth  century 
at  the  time  of  what  they  call  the  "Rebellion.  "  There  are  rumors  of  Lord 
Mazarene,  governor  of  Ireland  and  of  his  son  the  Viscount  and  of  connections 
with  Lord  Ormond  who,  history  tells  us,  lost  place  because  of  his  sympathy 
with  Irish  rebels.  Recent  accounts  of  -the  coronation  referred  to  the  fact 
that  the  Duke  of  Ormond's  place  was  vacant  because  of  the  part  he  had  taken 
for  Ireland  -  All  I  really  know  was  that  Lord  Mazarene,  Governor  of  Ireland, 
had  one  daughter.  She  married  a  Mr.  Moore,  a  farmer.  She  was  forgiven 
and  their  son,  the  Lord  Viscount  and  Roger  were  both  in  Parliament.  Their 
daughter,  Jane  Moore,rr^rried  John  McCrone  the  First,  a  gentlemen  of  high 
standing  whose  coat  of  arms  was  a  stag.  His  wife's  was  a  hand  in  a  cloud. 

John  McCrone  I  took  a  leading  part  in  the  "Rebellion.  "  In  consequence  he 
had  to  leave  the  country.  (His  wife's  mother)  Jane  Stevenson  later  married 
Commodore  Brook  of  the  Briti  sh  navy.  For  his  loyalty  Parliament  gave  h  im 
a  medal.  A  cousin  in  Delaware  has  this  medal  now.  (We  are  connected  with 
the  Maryland  Brooks  family.  Roger  Brooke  Taney,  Chief  Justice,  is  connec¬ 
tion.  ) 
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John  McCrone  died  April  16,  1848,  aged  90  yr.  His  son,  John 
McCrone  H,  was  born  Dec.  1,  1788  -  Died  Oct.  23,  1863.  His  wife  was 
Hannah  Farmer,  ihe  first  John  McCrone  who  emigrated  was  very  well- 
to-do.  His  grandson  was  my  grandfather,  John  McCrone  (born  Jan.  10, 

1821,  Died  Oct.  24,  1866)  -  He  married  Mary  Elizabeth  Naudain.  He  was 
born  on  the  original  McCrone  homestead  in  Delaware,  what  is  now  Farnliurst, 
the  poor  asylum,  etc,  outside  Wilmington.  The  family  sold  toUnT  state  and 
moved  on,  buying  another  estate  near  Warwick  -  where  my  mother  lived  as  a 
child  -  and  where  we  used  to  spend  every  summer  with  my  mother's  bachelor 
brothers.  It  was  called  "Woodland'1  and  comprised  over  four  hundred  acres. 

My  father,  Frank  Hugh  Keyes  Nickols,  was  born  138  E  Street,  Stone- 
house,  Plymouth,  England,  at  a  house  named  "Fernhill  House"  June  23d,  1852. 
His  parents  were  John  and  Elizabeth  Nickols.  The  Nichols  or  Nickols  family 
are  very  numerous  in  Devonshire,  They  are  of  pure  Saxon  stock,  blonds. 

My  father's  mother  was  Mary  Elizabeth  Rogers.  I  have  heard  him  say  her 
stock  was  Norman,  arriving  with  William  the  Conqueror  in  1060.  My  father 
passed  on  Dec.  5,  19 1 1;  my  mother,  Feb.  20,  1916. 

Their  children  - 

Frank  Nickols  -  died  at  birth  Sept.  13,  1877 
Ethel  Louise  Nickols,  born  June  29,  1881 
Frances  Edna  Nickols,  born  Sept.  15,  188  ? 

Frank  Andre  Nickols,  born  Feb.  25,  ]891 

Frances  Edna  married  Thomas  Herbert  Murray,  June  10,  1908 
Ethel  Louise  married  George  Preston  Shamer,  July  28,  1908 
Frank;  Andre1  married  Anna  McKnight,  Aug.  3d,  1921 
*  *  *  *  *  * 

FROM  HEREON  quotations  will  be  presented  from  a  letter  received  from 
Oeorge  P.  Shamer,  March  17,  I960: 

"Now  for  the  information  you  requested.  I  was  graduated  from  Balti¬ 
more  City  College  in  1902,  but  I  believe  there  were  some  five-year  classes 
following  mine.  I  remember  we  used  to  letter  the  classes  A,  B,  H,  I,  J  - 
the  hiatus,  I  suspect,  was  to  evidence  the  change  from  high  school  to  college 
subjects.  There  was  no  election  of  subjects  -  except  that  one  could  major  in 
either  French  or  mathematics.  I  took  French  on  e  year  and  then  switched 
to  math. 

"In  meeting  current  college  graduates  with  AB  degrees  I  cannot  see 
that  they  are  any  better  educated  than  I  -  not  nearly  so  well  informed  in 
mathematics  as  I. 

"After  graduation,  I  went  one  year  to  a  teachers'  training  school  for 
men  conducted  by  David  Weglein  who  later  became  superintendent  of  schools. 
Van  Sickle  was  a  "modern"  superintendent  who  initiated  the  training  school. 

All  my  teaching  was  done  at  a  school  in  South  Baltimore,  on  Ridgely  Street  - 
(1903-1906)  -  I  suspect,  near  Barre  Street.  I  do  not  remember  how  it  was 
designated.  As  the  building  was  old,  it  probably  has  been  suspended.  I 
taught  a  fourth  grade  for  two  years  and  a  seventh  grade  for  one  year. 

(Insert:  During  his  third  year  of  teaching,  one  day  his  brother  re¬ 
marked:  "Pete,  I  don't  see  any  future  in  teaching  for  you;  why  don't  you  try 
something  elee?"  His  answer  was  -  "What  else  could  I  do?"  The  reply  was  - 
"Why  not  look  into  Civil  Service?"  He  decided  to  make  application  for  duty 
in  the  Geodetic  Survey,  got  an  application  blank  and  went  to  a  former  teacher 
at  City  College  -  Steve  Norris  -  for  a  letter  of  reference.  This  man  had 
formerly  taught  at  the  U.S.  Naval  Academy.  His  advice  was:  "Shamer,  this 
is  all  right,  but  I  know  of  something  I  think  would  be  better.  During  the 
Spanish-American  War,  by  special  act  of  Congress,  men  were  admitted  to 
the  Pay  Corps  of  the  Navy  from  civil  life.  That  is  still  in  effect.  It  is  a  stiff 
examination,  but  I  think  you  can  make  it."  He  tried  and  did  "make  it"  - 
passing  second  of  the  seventeen  who  were  accepted  on  that  occasion.  ) 
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"I  was  commissioned  an  '’Assistant  Paymaster  with  rank  of  Ensign" 
on  16  July,  1906,  and  went  to  pay  school  in  Washington  during  the  ensuing 
summer.  My  first  assignment  was  with  the  Almirante  Bay  Survey  Expedition 
in  Panama.  Almirante  Bay  is  an  arm  of  Chiriqui  Lagoon,  and  the  purpose  of 
the  survey  was  to  locate  a  possible  site  for  a  naval  base  for  ships  defending 
the  canal.  The  nearest  town  was  Bocas  del  Toro  -  a  banana  port.  We  lived 
in  a  house -boat  -  a  converted  coal  barge.  This  duty  lasted  only  one  year. 

My  next  assignment  was  the  U.S.S.  Montgomery  -  a  torpedo  experimental 
ship  -  2  years. 

"I  was  married  28  July,  1908.  A  son,  George,  Jr.  ,  was  b  cm  20  May 
1909  and  died  15  October,  1914.  "Ahwoo"  was  born  (Ethel  Louise)  7  April 
1912  at  Naval  Hospital,  Los  Animas,  Colorado.  She  married  Fletcher  M. 
Lamkin,  14  January,  1939.  Frank  was  born  30  April,  1915,  in  Philadelphia, 
and  Preston  on  2  December,  1917,  in  Newport,  R.I.  Frank  married  Sara 
Isely  in  June,  1939,  and  Preston  married  Elizabeth  Fraser  1945  (August, 

I  think.)  V 


"The  Bureau  of  Supplies  and  Accounts  is  the  branch  of  the  Navy  Depart¬ 
ment  which  has  cognizance  of  my  assignments.  The  "Pay  Corps"  was  changed 
to  the  "Supply  Corps"  soon  after  the  first  World  War.  At  the  same  time  we 
were  given  military  (naval)  titles  (Commander,  Captain,  etc.).  The  title  Pay 
Corps  was  always  a  misnomer,  as  it  described  such  a  small  part  of  our  duties. 
"Supply"  was  the  dominant  part  of  our  work,  though  purchasing  and  accounting 
were  also  prominent.  Procurement  and  storage  and  issues  of  naval  materials 
were  the  usual  duties. 


"Assignments  - 

U.S.S.  Wolverine  (Great  Lakes)  1910-1911 

Naval  Hospital,  Los  Animas  1911-1912 

U.S.S.  Idaho  1912-1914 

U.S.S.  Kearsarge  1914-1915 

Naval  Training  Station,  Newport  -  1915-1916 

Naval  Torpedo  Station,  Newport  1916-1918 

U.S.S.  Wyoming  1918-1921 

(The  Wyoming  operated  with  the  British  Grand 
Fleet  in  the  North  Sea  during  WWI) 

Naval  Gun  Factory,  Washington,  D.  C.  1921-1925 

(Accounting  Officer) 

Dispatching  Secretary,  St.  Croix  1925-1927 

(This  was  a  civil  government  job.  Naval  officers 
were  used  to  fill  the  government  offices  then.) 

Naval  Air  Station,  Norfolk  1927-1931 

Supply  Officer,  Training  Squadron  One  1931-1933 

Budget  Officer  (Now  called  Comptroller) 

Bureau  of  Aeronautics  1934-1937 

Supply  Officer,  Navy  Yard,  Cavite  1937-1939 

(Ahwoo  was  married  at  Cavite.  ) 

Naval  War  College,  Newport  -  June  '39  to  June  '40 
Supply  Officer  -  Navy  Yard,  Mare  Island  1940-1944 

Supply  Officer  -  11th  Naval  District,  San  Diego,  Cal.  1944-1945 
Retired  for  physical  disability  (Arthritis)  -  Nov.  1,  1946 


"Ahwoo's  four  children  are: 

Margaret  (Peggy)  Louise  Lamkin,  b.  January  30,  1949,  Charleston,  S.  C. 
Fletcher  McCarty,  Jr.  (Flicker),  b.  April  9,  1942,  Naval  Hospital, 

Lakehurst,  N.  J. 

Patricia  Jean  (Pat)  Lamkin,  b.  October  16,  195Q  ,  Naval  Hospital, 

Oakland,  Calif. 

Griffin  (Griff)  Lamkin,  b.  February  11,  1955,  Army  Hospital,  Sandria 

Base,  Albuquerque,  N.M. 
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"Frank's  three  girls  are  - 

Katherine  (Kay)  Lanier  Shame r,  b.  May  30,  1940,  Naval  Hospital, 

San  Diego,  Calif. 

Clare  Shamer,  b.  February  12,  1944,  Lawerne  Memorial  Hospital, 

New  London,  Conn. 

Gail  Shamer,  b.  October  3,  1945,  Naval  Hospital,  Mare  Island ,  Calif. 

"Preston's  three  children  are  - 

George  Preston  Shamer  H,  b.  July  8,  1947,  Naval  Hospital, 

Long  Beach,  Calif. 

Elizabeth  (Liza)  Shamer,  b.  April  14,  1950,  Naval  Hospital,  Bethesda,  Me. 
Edward  (Ned)  Shamer,  b.  April  3  0,  1956,  Naval  Hospital,  Bethesda,  Md. 

"Ahwoo  was  married  at  Cavite,  P.  I. 

Frank  was  married  at  Norfolk,  Va. 

Preston  was  married  at  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Fletcher  graduated  from  Naval  Academy  in  1935 
Frank  graduated  from  Naval  Academy  in  1937 
Preston  graduated  from  Naval  Academy  in  1939 
Ahwoo  graduated  from  Sweet  Briar  in  1934 
Frank  became  a  Captain  -  July  1955 
Preston  became  a  Captain  -  Oct.  1957 
I(G.  P.S.)  became  a  Captain  -  June  2,  1927 
Fletcher  became  a  Captain  -  June  1,  1954 

"I  (G.  P.  S.)  retired  Nov.  1946.  (Nineteen  years  in  grade  of  Captain.  ) 

Ethel  (Sr.)  died  July  28,  1956,  on  her  48th  wedding  anniversary.  (Buried  at 
Arlington  National  Cemetery,  Arlington,  Va.) 

"Frank's  submarine,  Seal,  was  ordered  to  Philippines  in  October  (?) 

1941,  and  was  in  Manila  Bay  when  Japs  bombed  Pearl  Harbor.  Ship  moved 
via  Dutch  East  Indies  to  west  coast  of  Australia.  Ship  came  back  to  M.  I. 

(Mare  Island?)  in  1942.  Frank  detached  and  sent  to  New  London,  Conn.  ,  as 
instructor  in  submarine  school.  He  commanded  several  submarines  while  on 
this  duty. 

"F rank  was  probably  selected  for  this  duty  because  he  was  graduated 
No.  1  in  his  class  when  he  was  a  student  in  the  submarine  school.  In  1945 
he  was  ordered  to  command  the  submarine  Queenfish.  The  custom  was  to 
send  the  prospective  commanding  officer  on  a  patrol  with  the  old  commanding 
officer  before  the  change  in  command  took  place.  During  this  patrol  the 
Queenfish  torpedoed  a  Japanese  ship  to  which  our  government  had  guaranteed 
safe  conduct.  The  ship  was  evacuating  sick  Japs  from  Dutch  East  India.  The 
Skipper  was  courtmartialed.  At  the  trial  the  skipper,  on  advice  of  counsel, 
did  not  make  the  true  explanation  of  why  he  had  violated  the  department's 
order.  He  had  never  seen  the  order,  though  it  had  been  received  on  board  at 
Midway ,~T>ut  the  communications  officer  had  not  realized  the  importance  and 
failed  to  show  it  to  the  C.  O.  However,  the  officer,  though  he  lost  numbers, 
has  not  failed  to  make  his  promotions  regularly. 

"When  Frank  got  command,  he  did  not  have  a  crack  at  a  single  Jap  ship, 
though  he  patroled  freely  in  Japanese  waters.  Most  of  Japan's  shipping  had 
been  sunn,  and  the  residue  would  not  leave  port.  The  submarine  had  a  big 
part  in  winning  the  war. 

"Preston  also  did  considerable  duty  in  continuntal  U.S.  during  the  war. 

He  was  detached  from  the  U.S.S.  Philadelphia  while  the  ship  was  covering  the 
landing  of  Allied  forces  in  North  Africa  and  flown  home  to  enter  Ordnance 
School  (post  graduate  course).  I  don't  know  the  date.  He  spent  one  year  at 
the  Naval  Academy,  and  the  second -year  at  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Tech¬ 
nology  as  a  student  in  electronics.  Upon  graduation  with  a  Master  of  Science 
degree,  he  was  ordered  to  duty  as  assistant  gunnery  officer  on  battleship  Iowa, 
later  becoming  gunnery  officer,  and  was  executive  officer  when  the  ship  was 


1939  (Jan.) 
1939  (June) 
1945  (Aug. ) 
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decommissioned  in  1946  or  1947.  Both  boys  are  graduates  of  our  Naval 
War  College  at  Newport.  (So  am  I,  1939  -40).  Frank  is  also  a  graduate 
of  the  National  War  College  at  Washington  ,  D.  C 

"At  the  present  moment  Frank  is  in  command  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Pas- 
sumpsie  (an  oiler)  which  is  in  Japanese  waters.  Preston  is  operations 
officer  on  the  staff  of  the  Commander  of  Task  Force  Group  A1PA,  an  organi¬ 
zation  devoted  exclusively  to  developing  methods  for  combating  enemy  sub¬ 
marines.  Admiral  Thach  has  been  succeeded  by  Admiral  Davis.  Preston 
will  soon  be  his  Chief  of  Staff  (as  of  3/17/60). 

"Fletcher  Larrikin  transferred  to  the  Supply  Corps  when  he  graduated 
from  the  Naval  Academy,  in  1935  -  two  years  earlier  than  Frank.  His 
class  is  not  yet  in  the  promotion  zone  for  rear  admiral.  Fletcher  has  an 
excellent  service  reputation  -  has  had  important  assignments,  so  I  would  ex¬ 
pect  him  to  make  flag  rank.  At  present  he  is  in  the  Office  of  Naval  Material  - 
part  of  Asst.  Secretary  of  the  Navy  (Material)  Office  with  a  vice  admiral 
and  a  rear  admiral  as  his  immediate  superiors. 

"Fletcher  Larrikin  was  born  in  Birmingham,  Alabam,  March  17, 

1915.  He  graduated  from  the  Naval  Academy  when  Z0  years  of  age  -  the 
usual  age  is  22.  He  got  his  Captain’s  commission  June  1,  1954.  His  father 
was  a  lawyer  and  many  members  of  this  family  have  been  prominent  in 
southern  politics. 

The  latest  news  from  Fletcher  and  Ahwoo  is  that  Flicker  (age  18) 
has  received  an  appointment  to  the  Military  Academy  and  reports  at  West 
Point  on  July  5th.  This  appointment  is  from  the  President  after  a  competi¬ 
tive  examination.  Flicker  came  from  the  examination  in  a  discouraged  frame 
of  mind,  so  that  there  was  special  joy  when  the  appointment  came.  He  pre¬ 
ferred  the  Navy,  but  Flicker  wears  glasses,  and  the  Navy's  eye  require¬ 
ments  are  much  higher  than  the  Army's.  He  has  developed  into  a  fine  looking 
physical  specimen,  plays  a  fine  game  of  tennis,  and  his  eye  trouble  is  minor. 
The  remarkable  thing  is  that  both  Preston's  and  Ahwoo's  families  must  wear 
glasses,  while  all  of  Frank's  go  without  them.  Yet  you  and  Pearl  and  I  have 
had  pretty  good  eyes  and  all  of  my  children  still  wear  no  spectacles,  though 
Ahwoo  has  finally  taken  to  reading  glasses  -  she  is  48.  That  is  the  age  at 
which  I  first  began  to  use  glasses  for  reading,  yet  my  accommodation  was 
still  good  enough  to  permit  reading  for  many  years,  if  caught  without  spec¬ 
tacles  provided  the  light  was  good. 

"The  latest  news  about  Frank  is  that  he  has  orders  to  command  Sub¬ 
marine  Squadron  5,  consisting  of  15  submarines,  a  submarine  repair  ship 
(tender  and  flagship  named  Nereus)  and  a  submarine  rescue  ship.  These 
ships  base  at  San  Diego,  so  that  Sally  needs  to  shift  only  from  Long  Beach  - 
a  distance  of  only  100  miles.  The  change  will  not  take  place  until  the  middle 
of  August  (I960).  Right  now  Frank  is  engaged  in  SEATO  exercises  in  the 
southwest  Pacific  -  he  will  not  be  back  to  Long  Beach  until  July  3rd.  When 
the  SEATO  exercises  are  completed,  Frank  will  be  "over  the  hump"  -  he 
will  visit  Philippines,  Hong  Kong,  Sasebo  and  Yokosuka,  with  routine  fueling 
of  naval  vessels  in  betv/een,  and  sail  home  via  Pearl  Harbon  on  14  June. 
Officers  who  are  qualified  to  command  submarines  hive  f ew  opportunities  in 
the  submarine  field  after  they  reach  the  rank  of  Captain.  Frank's  last  asso¬ 
ciation  with  submarines  was  as  a  division  commander  at  Key  West,  about 
eight  years  ago.  He  is  delighted  to  get  back  in  that- field  again,  especially 
since  so  few  are  chosen.  Submarine  officers  usually  spend  their  sea  duty  in 
the  upper  grades  in  surface  ships.  Of  course,  he  now  hopes  he'll  command 
a  submarine  force  as  a  rear  admiral  someday.  Sally  is  overjoyed  to  stay  in 
California  where  she  especially  likes  the  climate.  • 
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"Preston  will  become  chief -of -staff  to  Admiral  Clark,  command¬ 
ing  Task  Group  ALPA,  next  Monday,  May  2nd  (i960).  This  makes  Preston 
very  happy,  as  this  is  a  position  of  dignity  aid  responsibility  which  carries 
considerable  prestige.  He  is  on  this  admiral's  staff  at  present  as  opera¬ 
tions  officer.  Little  Lisa  recently  had  a  birthday  and  I  sent  her  a  check. 

She  bought  a  riding  crop.  She  is  quite  horsy,  as  is  Frank's  Clare.  Lisa  is 
also  acquiring  a  reputation  as  a  fancy  ice  skater. 

"The  boys  have  not  been  engaged  in  any  real  estate  deals  -  Frank 
none,  and  Fletcher  now  owns  his  house  in  Arlington,  Va.  Preston  owns  a 
house  in  Arlington  and  his  present  home  in  Norfolk.  Preston  also  owns  a 
"farm"  near  Manassas,  Va.  It  is  not  v/orked  in  any  way.  Preston  did  exten¬ 
sive  planting  and  put  in  lots  of  labor  spraying  against  honeysuckle,  but  at 
present  it  runs  wild.  So  far  as  I  know,  there  is  no  revenue.  Preston  has 
been  much  concerned  about  inflation.  About  a  year  ago  he  entered  the  stock 
inai’Pei  and  in  December  sold  out  with  sufficient  profit  to  air  condition  his 
Norfolk  house,  enlarge  and  recondition  his  kitchep,  build  a  downstairs  bath 
room  and  purchase  a  dishwasher.  " 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

•  jlVe 

ANNIE  PEARL  SHAME R  married  John  Henry  Blocher,  Jartoary  6,  1904.  He 
was  born  January  3,  1883;  died  January  8,  1944.  Known  as  "Harry"  Blocher, 
he  was  the  son  of  Jacob  Henry  Blocher  (b.  Nov.  19,  1858;  d.  Oct.  22,  1929) 
and  Martha  Jane  Fringer  (b.  Aug.  23,  1858,  d.  July  16,  1941),  who  were 
riaa^’^i^h  November  21,  1880.  Martha  Jane  Fringer  was  the  daughter  of 
Henry  L.  Fringer  and  Ellen  Baker  Fringer,  and  the  sister  of  George  Jacob 
Fringer,  who  inherited  his  father's  estate  on  the  Hanover  Road,  adjoining 
Fringer's  Lane  and  lying  between  Fowblesburg  and  Arcadia.  This  tract  occu¬ 
pies  part  of  the  area  which  -went  by  the  grant  name  of  The  Rope  Walk.  In  1952 
the  whole  estate  was  surveyed  by  H.  S.  Morfoot  and  a  plat  filed  at  the  Court 
House,  Towson.  Since  then  it  has  been  sold  to  the  Lippys  by  the  heirs  of 
George  J.  Fringer.  The  records  are  available  at  the  Baltimore  County  Court 
House. 

The  national  origin  of  the  Fringer  family  and  some  of  their  collater¬ 
als  is  not  apparent  though  presumed  to  be  German.  English,  Irish,  Scottish 
and  others  had  migrated  into  the  same  area  of  Baltimore  County. 

THE  FRINGER  BIBLE  are  recorded  lists  of  Marriages,  Births  and 
Deaths.  Study  of  those  tabulations  indicate  that  the  sqquence  of  births,  marri¬ 
ages  and  subsequent  births  and  deaths  would  adjust  to  the  following  order: 

The  earliest  Fringer  of  record,  in  the  Fringer  Bible  (now  in  posses¬ 
sion  of  Alice  Blocher  Hoffacker,  Greenmount,  Md.  ,  daughter  of  Isaiah  M. 
Blocher)  was: 

FRINGER,  whose  wife  was  named  Cateenea.  No  dates  are  given 
for  births,  deaths,  marriages;  nor  is  a  place  of  residence  or  origin  named. 
They  had  a  son  who  was  born  March  15,  1765,  and  who  was  named  - 

MICHAEL  FRINGER.  He  was  married  June  2,  1789,  to  Margaret  Deal 
(born  November  4,  1767;  died  August  11,  1844),  daughter  of  Philip  Deal  and 
his  wife,  Christina.  Michael  died  September  16,  1817. 

f -^GICR ,  son  of  Michael  and  Margaret  Fringer,  was  born  April  6, 
T79&  and  died  April  1,  1833.  He  married  Catharine  Upperco,  March  28, 

^ 1  .  ^  was  born  April  29,  1795  and  died  January  11,  1877.  Another 

son  of  Michael  F ringer  was  named  - 

JACOB  FRINGER.  Born  December  2,  1807,  he  married  Susan  Caltrider 
September  15,  1829.  He  died  January  5,  1872. 
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HENRY  LOUIS  FRINGER,  born  November  4,  1824,  was  the  son  of  George 
Fringer  and  Catharine  Upperco.  He  married  Catherine  Stocksdale  December 
23,  1850.  Catherine  died  October  24,  1851.  He  married  Ellen  Baker 
June  18,  1857. 

MARTHA  JANE  FRINGER,  daughter  of  Henry  L..  Fringer  and  Ellen  Baker,  was 
born  August  23,  1858,  and  died  July  16,  1941.  Her  brother,  George  Jacob 
Fringer,  was  born  July  31,  1866,  died  November  21,  1951  -  85  years. 

Martha  Jane  Fringer  married  - 

JACOB  HENRY  BLOCHER,  November  21,  1880  and  became  the  mother  of  - 

JOHN  HENRY  ("Harry")  BLOCHER  who  married  Annie  Pearl  Shame r.  They 
produced  a  son  named  - 


MAURICE  HENRY  BLOCHER  who  was  born  October  13,  1920.  ("Buddy") 

What  about  earlier  Blochers?  Who  were  they?  Where  did  they  come 
from?  Two  Maryland  land  records  of  early  Blochers  have  been  discovered  and 
are  here  noted;  however,  there  were  others.  Buddy  Blocher  has  obtained  much 
information  from  York,  Pa.  ,  records  and  organized  it  as  follows  -  after  the 
herewith  Maryland  notes: 

JOHN  M,  BLOCHER,  according  to  land  records,  purchased  9  acres,  3  roods 
and  15  square  perches  of  land  from  the  estate  of  Melchor  Algire  who  died 
intestate  and  without  issue.  This  was  located  on  the  Baltimore -Reister stown- 
Hanover  Turnpike  road  at  Browns  Road.  March  9,  1867. 

JACOB  PLOCKER,  April  4,  1801,  acquired  a  tract  of  161-1/2  acres  of  land 
named  Manheim.  The  exact  location  of  this  las  not  been  determined  beyond  the 
fact  that  it  was  m  Baltimore  County  and  not  distant  from  other  holdings  in  the 
region  in  which  our  interests  lie. 


THE  BLOCHER  FAMILY  -  A  Chronological  Listing: 


1722  -  Blocher  (Plocherr),  Mathias 


1751  -  Blocher, Mathies  Plocherr 


1753  -  Blocher, Mathies,  Matthies, 

Mathias 


1753  -  Blocher,  Johannes 


Blocher,  Peter 


Born  1772  in  Germany.  Came  to 
America  from  Wurtemberg  by  way  of 
the  Rhine. 

Brother  of  Johannes  and  Peter.  Arrived 
in  Philadelphia,  Pa. ,  on  ship  "Phoenix,  " 
Captain  Spurrier  commanding,  Sept.  25, 
1751.  Could  have  been  Mathies  Bloch - 
er's  first  entry  prior  to  arrival  for  per¬ 
manent  stay.  Came  from  Wurttemberg. 

Arrived  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.  ,  on  ship 
"Brothers"  Sept.  26,  1753.  (Koder 
Index  T.L.  321-53)  From  Rotterdam 
and  Cowes,  the  most  direct  route  taken 
by  most  of  the  Germans  from  ihe  Rhine 
River  area. 

Brother  of  Peter  and  Mathies.  Arrived 
in  Philadelphia  on  ship  "Brothers,  " 

(Koder  Index  B.  L.  322-53)  Sept.  26,  1753. 
Male  over  17  and  able  to  write  name. 

Married  a  Miss  Hummer. 
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1765  -  Blocher,  Mathias 

(Mannheim,  Germany,  is 
situated  at  the  confluence 
of  the  Necker  and  Rhine 
Rivers.  Heidelberg  is  near¬ 
by.  The  Palitinate  and 
Wurttemberg  occupy  adjoin¬ 
ing  areas. 


1766  -  Blocher,  Mathias 


Purchase  of  50  acres  in  Manheim  Town¬ 
ship,  adjoining  lands  Philip  Burtz, 
Anthony  Graber,  Nicholas  Werking, 
Theobald  Schneider,  ’’Mathias  Blocher 
agreed  to  pay  within  term  of  6  months 
from  30  April,  1765,  15  pounds,  10 
shillings  current  money  of  this  province 
for  each  100  acres  and  also  to  pay  the 
yearly  rent  of  one  half-penny  sterling 
for  each  acre  thereof.  Signed  by 
John  Penn. " 

Manheim;  Survey  for  Mathias  Blocher 
land  of  the  name  of  Suls  on  warrant  .  .  . 
"By  special  order  Interest  of  quit  rent 
from  1st  March,  1750.  Ex.  R.  M. 
Peters,  sec."  From  Historical  Society 
of  York  Co.,  Mathias  Blocher  6846 
and  4753. 


Second  Generation 


1777  -  Blocher, Joseph 


Son  of  Mathias  and  Barbara.  Born  Han¬ 
over,  York  Co.,  Pa.,  Feb.  2,  1777. 


Blocher,  Catherine 


1804  -  Blocher,  John 


Daughter  of  Mathias.  Also  Christina, 
Sarah,  Susanna (1776).  Susanna  d. 

Aug.  8,  1778.  Buried  near  Hanover. 

Eldest  son  of  Mathias.  Others:  Henry, 
Jacob,  Samuel,  David.  John  petitioned 
Orphans  Court  May  21,  1804.  John 
father  of  Jacob. 


Third  Generation 


1802  -  Blocher,  Jacob 

1803  -  Blocher,  Mathias  and 

Barbara 

1804  -  Blocher,  Joseph  and  John  and 

Mathias'  family 


1824  -  Blocher,  Jacob  and  Mary 
Magdolina  Meyers 


Son  of  John.  Born  March  30,  1802. 

Mathias  d.  March  3,  1803.  Record  of 
Barbara  as  widow. 

.  .  .  85  acre  tract,  appraised  OC/J48 
May  24,  1804.  John  and  Joseph  Blocher, 
admrs.  of  Mathias  Blocher,  Bal.  1229- 
12-3,  value  of  land  $800.  00.  Eldest 
Son  John  allowed  place.  Sheriff  John 
Stromer,  valued  land  in  Manheim  Town¬ 
ship  at  $800.  00,  Widow  Barbara  gets 
dower  of  $15.39  yearly.  Shares  each 
are  $6.  65  when  widow  dies.  $23.32  to 
Henry,  Jacob,  Samuel,  Abraham,  David, 
Joseph,  Catherine,  Christina  and  Peter 
Kontz,  Sarah  and  Susan. 

Married  by  Rev.  John  F.  Melshimer  at 
Hanover,  Pa.  ,  Dec.  23,  1824. 


31 


o  !•  3  •«.  f.tb* 


yieM  be.  doa  L  ,is.i;joI£  -  £Ji8 
aiaydM  BocIobgsM 


1825 

1827 

1828 

1828 

1829 

1833 

1835 

1846 

1847 


1857 

1857 

1858 
1865 
1867 
1869 

1878 

1879 
1855 

1883 

1885 

1889 


Fourth  Generation 


Blocher,  Catherine 

Daughter  of  Jacob.  Born  Dec.  30,  1825. 

Blocher,  Elizabeth 

Daughter  of  Jacob.  Born  March  3,  1827. 

Blocher,  Elias  M. 

Son  of  Jacob;,  b.  July  16,  1828; 
d.  2/17/1904 

Blocher,  Joseph  and  Jacob 

Reference  in  York  record  of  land  trans¬ 
fer  from  Joseph  to  Jacob,  April  10,1828. 

Blocher,  John  M. 

Son  of  Jacob;  b.  Oct.  29,  1829; 
d.  7/8/1885. 

Blocher,  David  (M) 

Son  of  Jacob.  Born  August  4,  1833. 

Blocher,  Henrietta 

Daughter  of  Jacob;  b.  9/20/1835;  also 
Jessie,  b.  4/16/1837;  Sarah,  b. 6/9/1840; 
Mary  Ann,  b.  12/25/1843. 

Blocher,  Jacob  M. 

Son  of  Jacob.  B.  1/21/1846;  d.  3/2/1893. 

Blocher,  Jacob 

Makes  reservation  for  graveyard  for 
heirs  and  successors  on  farm  near 

Md.  -Pa.  line.  He  was  buried  there. 

Died  Feb.  7,  1856. 

Fifth  Generation 

Blocher,  Jacob  Henry 

Son  of  John  M.  -  b.  Il/l9/l857; 
d.  10/22/1929. 

Blocher,  Susanna 

Died  Dec.  29,  1857;  79  yrs,  4  mo.  21  days. 

Blocher,  Clarence  W. 

Born  Dec.  10,  1858. 

Blocher,  Charles 

Born 

Blocher,  David 

Died  Jan.  2,  1867. 

Blocher,  Sarah 

Died  Nov.  12,  1869. 

Blocher,  Warren  John  Jacob 

Son  of  John  M.  Blocher  and  Amelia  G. 
Gernen.  Born  March  14,  1878. 

Blocher,  Horace  Noah  Ira 

Brother  of  Warren,  above.  B.  12/13/1879; 

Blocher,  Isaiah  M. 

Son  of  John  M.  ,  b.  7/7/1855;  d.  9/ll/l9G9. 

Sixth  Generation 

Blocher,  John  Henry 

Son  of  Jacob  Henry  Blocher  and  Martha 

Jane  Fringer.  Born  Jan.  3,  1883; 
d.  Jan.  8,  1944. 

Blocher,  Willa  Frances 

Daughter  of  Jacob  H.  Blocher  and 

Martha  Jane  Fringer.  Born  Jan.  25,  1885; 
d.  cir.  1900. 

Blocher,  Ross  Jacob 

Son  of  Jacob  H.  Blocher  and  Martha  Jane 

Fringer.  Born  August  19,  1889. 


( 
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1890  -  Blocher,  Monroe  Peter 
1893 


Son  of  Jacob  M.  Blocher  and  Amelia 
G.  Gerner.  Born  May  15,  1890. 


Blocher,  Jacob  M,  Died  March  2,  1893, 

Seventh  Generation 


Daughter  of  John  Henry  Blocher  and 
Annie  Pearl  Shamer,  Born  Feb.  26, 
1905. 

Daughter  of  John  Henry  Blocher  and 
Annie  Pearl  Shamer.  Born  Dec.  19» 
1907.  Twin. 

Daughter  of  John  Henry  Blocher  and 
Annie  Pearl  Shamer.  Born  Dec.  19, 
1907.  Twin. 

Son  of  John  Henry  Blocher  and  Annie 
Pearl  Shamer.  Born  Cct.  13,  1920. 

Daughter  of  Ross  Jacob  Blocher  and 
Ray  Hoffacker.  Bora  Aug.  15,  1929. 

'/  /?X 

Eighth  Generation 

1946  -  Blocher,  Susan  Daughter  of  Maurice  Henry  Blocker 

and  Nancy  Meade.  Born  Apr.  22,  1946. 

1949  -  Blocher,  Thomas  Henry  Son  of  Maurice  Henry  Blocher  and 

Nancy  Meade.  Born  Dec.  9,  1949. 

ISAIAH  M.  BLOCHER,  brother  of  Jacob  Henry  Blocher,  died  Sept.  11,  1909. 
Both  lived,  for  many  years,  at  Alesia,  Carroll  County.  "Ike"  was  a  farmer, 
"Jake"  kept  a  general  merchandise  store,  but  about  1907  he  sold  this  business 
and  moved  to  Manchester,  Carroll  County,  where  he  and  his  wife  each  spent 
the  rest  of  their  days.  Isaiah  married  Rachel  Abbott,  daughter  of  Thomas 
Jackson  Abbott,  who  was  a  son  of  David  Abbott  and  Ann  Brown. 

AT  THE  TIME  OF  "Harry"  Blocher's  marriage  to  Pearl  Shamer,  June  6,  1904, 
he  was  a  telegraph  operator  for  the  Western  Maryland  Railway  Company  at 
Alesia,  and  had  lis  home  there  until  he  was  transferred  to  Hampstead  as 
station  agent  and  handled  tickets,  freight  and  express  for  the  company. 

THE  MOTHER  OF  PEARL  moved  from  Baltimore  to  Alesia  to  be  close  to  her 
daughter.  Previous  to  this  she  had  married  William  C.  Willhide.  Later, 
again  to  be  near  her  daughter  and  grandchildren,  she  purchased  a  house  at 
Greenmount.  There  she  died  suddenly,  April  6,  1930.  It  was  Sunday  morn¬ 

ing.  The  evening  before  she  had  entertained  her  daughter* s  family  and  had  a 
good  time.  That  house  is  now  owned  by  "Jimmy"  and  Marie  Eburg.  Marie 
wanted  to  live  in  Grandmother *s  house. 

FOUR  CHILDREN  WERE  BORN  to  Harry  and  Pearl  Blocher: 


1.  Marie  Frances,  born  February  26,  1905;  Graduate  of  Western  Maryland 

College,  1928;  married  August  15,  1929,  to  George  Maurice  Eburg,  who  was 
born  December  26,  1900.  No  issue.  Parents  of  George  M.  Eburg  were 
George  Henry  Eburg,  b.  March  27,  1869,  and  Estelle  Florence  Bollinger, 
born  May  29,  1874. 


1905  -  Blocher,  Marie  Frances 

1907  -  Blocher,  Edna  Virginia 

1907  -  Blocher,  Ruby  Jane 

1920  -  Blocher,  Maurice  Henry 
1929  -  Blocher,  Lois  Marie 
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2.  Edna  Virginia,  twin,  was  born  December  19,  1907,  was  married 
July  28,  1936,  to  Charles  William  Rhoten,  born  April  30,  1906,  of  Hampstead, 
Maryland.  Two  sons  were  born  to  them:  John  Charles  Rhoten,  December  28, 
1938;  William  Bbcher  Rhoten,  born  February  11,  1943,  both  at  Orange,  New 
Jersey,  hospital.  The  parents  of  C.  W.  Rhoten  were  John  Thomas  Rhoten  and 
Rachel  Ann  Shaffer. 

3.  Ruby  Jane,  twin,  born  December  19,  1907,  and  married  Sept.  1,  1931, 
James  Walton  Horatio  Lusby,  born  January  31,  1907.  One  child,  Mildred 
Virginia,  born  to  them  July  28,  1933,  at  Hampstead,  Md.  The  parents  of 

James  W.  H.  Lusby  were  Richard  Walton  Lusby  and  Ara  Hicks  JLusby. 

Mildred  Virginia  Lusby  married  William  McKinley  Lowe,  March  21,  1952. 
They  are  parents  of  the  following  children: 

William  Robert  Lowe,  born  February  2,  1956 
David  Scott  Lowe,  born  January  15,  1957 
Mark  Steven  Lowe,  born  October  17,  1958 
All  were  born  at  Arlington  Hospital,  Arlington,  Virginia. 

4.  Maurice  Henry  Blocher,  born  October  13,  1920;  married  Nancy  Meade 
April  14,  1945.  Children:  Susan,  b.  4/24/1946;  Thomas,  b.  12/9/19,49. 

INFORMATION  ON  THE  MEADE  AND  WOOD  FAMILIES 

Nancy  (no  middle  name)  Meade  -  Born  August  7,  1916 

Father's  name:  Frank  Sherwood  Meade 

Born  -  January  4,  1883 
Died  -  March  1,  1936 
Occupation  -  Physician  and  surgeon 
Home  -  Madison,  Wisconsin 

Mother’s  name:  Lucy  Augusta  Wood 

Born  -  May  27,  1883 

Occupation  -  Registered  Nurse,  Chicago,  Ill. 

Meade  Children:  Francis  Sherwood  Meade 

William  Wood  Meade 
Nancy  Meade 

National  Origin:  Both  sides  from  England  in  early  18th  century. 

Hair  -  blonde  on  mother's  side;  brunet  on  father's. 

Eyes  -  blue  on  mother's  side;  brown  on  father's. 

Francis  has  blond  hair  and  blue  eyes;  Bill  and  Nancy  have 
brown  hair  and  hazel  eyes. 

Whole  family  lithe,  mdium  height;  grandparents,  almost  without  exception, 
were  healthy  and  long-lived. 


*  =C= *  *  * 

ONE  OF  THE  REWARDS  connected  with  Bud's  WW  II  experiences,  rot  included 
in  the  list  following  lis  service  record,  is  chat  while  in  training  at  Madison, 
Wisconsin,  he  became  acquainted  with  Nancy  Meade.  After  discharge  from 
duty  he  went  out  there  and  claimed  her.  She  came  east  with  him  to  Hampstead, 
where  they  remained  until  he  accepted  employment  at  Hagersbbwn,  Md. 

May  this  branch  of  the  Blocher  family,  joined  as  it  is  with  the  Shamer 
kinship  line,  continue  through  many  generations  of  increasing  vigor. 
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SERVICE  RECORD  OF  MAURICE  HENRY  BLOCHER 


Overseas  Areas  of  Service 

Left  Hamilton  Field,  flying  as  radio  operator  on  C-4T7,  June  30,  1943.  Flew 
to  Port  Moresby  via  Hawaii,  Christmas  I.  ,  Canton  I.  ,  Fiji  I.  ,  New  Caledonia, 
Brisbane  and  Townsville,  Australia;  then  Port  Moresby  and  New  Guinea. 


Areas  of  Operation  -  dates  of  first  landings  of  our  plane: 


Port  Moresby  -  July  14,  1943 

Fir st  mission  to  Wau-Bololo,  July  15,  1943 

Followed  by  missions  to  Dobodura,  Milne  Bay 


1907384 

Bene  Bene 


Base  moved  to  Dobodura,  August  2,  1943 

Followed  by  missions  to  Wau,  Roosevelt  Ridge,  Salamau,  Lae  Nadzab, 
Gusap,  Dumpu,  Finschaven,  Cape  Gloucester  and  other  Admiralties, 
Guadacanal,  other  Solomons,  Saidor,  Tadgi  Island. 


Base  moved  back  to  Moresby  December  23,  1943,  for  inland  flights  to 
Hollandia  area. 


Base  moved  to  Nadzab  after  paratrooper  drop  in  Markam  Valley,  April  1944. 
Flights  in  Hollandia,  Wakdi,  Aitaie,  Biak,  Owi,  Moroque. 

Base  moved  to  Biak  Island  on  October  3,  1944 

Flights  to  Maratia,  Pelaliu,  Angaur,  Tackloban  (P.  f. ),  Leyte,  and  D _ Strip, 

(Inland  P.  I.  Base) 

Left  Biak  January  9,  1945,  unassigned,  for  return  to  U.  S.  Left  Hollandia, 
Jan.  .  Left  Australia  Jan.  22,  as  radio  operator  on  C-47  being  returned 
to  UTST" for  rebuilding  (with  crew  from  our  squadron).  Arrived  Oakland, 
Calif.,  Feb.  2,  1945. 


Blocher,  Maurice  H.  S/Sgt.  33208708,  Sq.  C-l  2536  AAFBU, 

San  Marcos,  Texas 

The  above  named  Officer  or  Enlisted  Man  is  authorized  to  wear  the  following 
Ribbons,  Decorations  or  Awards: 


Distinguished  Flying  Cross  -  GO  #284  HQ  5  AF  APO  925  11-18-43 

Air  Medal  -  GO  #216  HQ  5  AF  APO  925  4-12-44 

Oak  Leaf  Cluster  A.  M.  -  GA  #20  HQ  FEAF  APO  925  6-21-44 

Asiatic  Pacific  Campaign  Ribbon  -  Amb.  Field  Aust.  8-11-43 

Bronze  Star  to  Asiatic  Ribbon  -  Par.  28  GO  #75  12-15  43 

New  Guinea  Campaign  -  WD  1943 

Good  Conduct  Medal  -  GO  #1  HQ  3  75  TCGR  APO  929  1~  1-44 

2nd  Bronze  Star  to  Asiatic  Pacific  Rib.  #55  TCS  GO  #49  44 

Bismarch  Archipelago  -  GO  #49  -  WD  1944 

Western  Pacific  -  GO  #28  WD  1945  55  T.C.  Sq. 

Southern  Philippines  -  GO  #28  55  Troop  Carrier  Squadron  -45 


Philippines  Liberation  Ribbon  and  Star  WD  Cir  136,  Par.  27  May  45 

Total  Flying  Time  at  return  from  overseas  -  1560:05  hours 

Total  Combat  Zone  Time  726:50  hours 

Total  Actual  Combat  Time  464:31  hours 

Total  Missions  -  Combat  136 
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THE  TAP  MAN  -  GILLETT  -  PAHMEYER  LINE 


The  origin  of  the  Tapman  family  is  obscure.  There  is  a  tradition 
that  the  first  Tapmans  came  to  the  lower  Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland  and 
Virginia,  on  the  seaside,  from  New  York  State  and  that  the  name  is  a  cor¬ 
ruption  of  Tappan.  The  family  tradition  has  it  that  Grandfather  Samuel 
Tapman's  father  came,  with  three  brothers,  from  New  York  in  the  1700's. 
There  is  no  evidence  that  the  names  Tathem,  Tatum,  Tatrnan  and  Tattman 
are  variants  -  rather  otherwise  -  so  it  is  not  probable  that  these  families 
in  Maryland  and  Virginia  are  related. 

THE  FIRST  TAPMAN  OF  RECORD,  so  far  found,  was  John  Tapman  of 
Accomack.  A  memorandum  by  A.unt  Laura  Hollingshead,  who  was  regard¬ 
ed  as  the  family  historian,  reads  as  follows: 

"The  Tapman  Family.  The  Tapmans,  presumably,  trace  their 
family  to  the  Tappans  who  came  from  Holland  and  settled  in  N.  Y.  There 
are  Tappans  scattered  through  N.  Y.  ,  Pa.  ,  Delaware,  Md.  and  Va. 

"Time  of  settling  is  not  definite,  as  no  data  has  been  preserved. 
Samuel  and  John  Tapman,  sons  of  J.  Tapman  of  Worcester  Co.  ,  Md.  ,  came 
to  Baltimore.  They  lived  and  died  here.  Their  characters  and  conduct 
were  beyond  reproach.  S.  Tapman  married  Eliz.  H.  Gillett;  J.  Tapman 
married  Mary  Spalding,  who  was  a  half-cousin.  " 

Grandfather  Samuel  Mills  Tapman  is  presumed  to  have  been  born 
in  Worcester  County,  January  15,  1816.  He  went  to  Baltimore  when  a  young 
man  and  died  there  December  11,  1895,  at  715  York  Road,  Annex,  now  Z733 
Greenmount  Avenue.  He  was  buried  at  Loudon  Park  as  Samuel  M.  Tapman. 

In  Baltimore  he  met  and  married  Elizabeth  Harriett  Gillett,  born  in 
Worcester  County,  Maryland,  1813,  and  died  May  3,  1887,  at  110  Warren 
Avenue,  Baltimore.  Their  license  to  marry  is  on  file  at  the  Baltimore 
City  Court  House  and  states  that  they  were  married  October  1,  1839,  cy  the 
Rev.  Brown.  Their  death  certificates  are  also  a  matter  of  official  record. 
Elizabeth  Harriett  Gillett  Tapman  devoted  herself  to  her  duties  as  housewife, 
mother  and  church  member. 

Samuel  Tapman  was  in  the  retail  grocery  business  on  Light  Street; 
he  was  active  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  (William  Street),  and  was 
very  charitable  and  highly  respected. 

SUCH  EARLY  TAPMANS  as  appear  in  the  court  records  resided  in  the  tri- 
angle  formed  by  Snow  Hill  and  Pocomoke,  Maryland,  and  Horntown, 
Accomac  County,  Virginia.  Matthew  Tapman  bought  land  in  Worcester  Co. 
in  1828,  as  did  Isaac  Tapman  in  1836.  Mathias  Tapman  married  Anne 
Pepper  August  6,  1823.  Elizabeth  Tapman  married  John  Lamberson,  July 
4,  1832.  No  Tapmans  appear  in  the  1790  U.  S.  Census  of  this  area. 

GREAT-GRANDFATHER  John  Tapman  (of  B.  T.  S. )  was  the  father  of  eight 
children:  Isaac  L.  ,  born  1806;  Henry  Mills,  b.  1811;  Elizabeth,  b.  1814; 
Samuel,  b.  January  15,  1817;  Mary,  b.  1820;  Eufamy,  b.  1827;  Nancy, 
b.  1828. 

THE  CHILDREN  of  Samuel  and  Elizabeth  Harriett  Gillett  Tapman  were: 

Henry,  b.  1841;  d.  1908,  who  married  Agnes  Elizabeth  Waldman, 
granddaughter  of  "Mason  the  cracker  man.  "  She  died  January  6,  1884. 

He  died  with  paralysis,  as  did  his  father  and  others  of  the  Tapman  family. 
While  many  of  them  lived  to  be  about  80  years  of  age,  there  was  aatendency 
toward  vascular  diseases. 

Caroline  Virginia  was  born  about  1842  and  died  in  1S98  of  apoplexy. 
She  married  John  T.  Goldsborough.,  of  the  Eastern  Shore.  Cf  nine  children 
born,  only  three  survived.  One,  Bertie,  married  John  Glover  and  had  a 
daughter. 
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Laura  was  born  about  1846  and  died  in  1926.  Like  other  Gilletts, 
she  was  of  small  stature  -  5’  2"  tall  and  weighed  110  pounds.  She  was  a 
public  school  teacher  in  South  Baltimore,  married  a  school  principal, 

R.  K.  Hollingshead,  and,  early  in  her  career,  became  a  school  principal 
herself  -  a  position  which  she  held  until  she  reached  retirement  age. 

SAMUEL  FLETCHER  TAPMAN  was  born  January  11,  1831,  in  Baltimore  /  ir'6'  / 
and  spent  all  of  his  life  there.  He  died  June  20,  1927,  when  76  years  of 
age.  His  last  employment,  continuing  twenty -three  years,  was  as  Superin¬ 
tendent  of  Letter  Carriers,  Baltimore  Post  Office.  He  was  the  youngest 
child  in  his  family.  Two  others  were  born,  but  died  in  early  childhood. 

He  married  Mary  Pahmeyer  when  he  was  29  years  of  age  and  she  22. 

There  were  four  children:  Walter  Hollingshead,  b.  June  3,  1882;  Bertha 
Elizabeth,  b.  August  11,  1886;  Samuel  Fletcher,  Jr.,  b.  April  1,  1889; 
and  Howard  Marion,  b.  June  14,  1898,  d.  April  3,  1903. 

The  father  of  the  above  children  received  a  public  school  education, 
including  Baltimore  City  College.  He  liked  to  read,  sing,  go  fishing,  and 
showed  a  proficiency  with  things  mechanical.  His  eyes  were  blue,  his  hair 
was  light  brown  and  he  became  bald  early.  His  one  surgical  operation  was 
for  the  removal  of  gall  stones.  His  death,  years  later,  was  due  to  gall 
bladder  disease. 

THE  WIFE  of  Samuel  Fletcher  Tapman,  Sr.  ,  was  born  in  Baltimore  of  Ger- 
man  parents  who  settled  in  Baltimore  previous  to  the  Civil  War.  Her  father  ^ 
was  Gottlieb  Pahmeyer,  b.  cir.  1827;  d.  cir.  1868,  a  homoeopathic  physi¬ 
cian  whose  office,  as  listed  in  the  I860  City  Directory,  was  located  at  198 
Montgomery  Street.  The  mother,  Gertrude  Linden,  came  from  a  family  of 
farmers.  This  marriage  had  unusual  features,  as  shown  by  a  copy  of  a  cer¬ 
tificate  preserved  in  the  Tapman  family  and  shown  on  an  accompanying  page. 

AMONG  HIS  CHILDREN,  and  others  of  the  family,  it  was  say-so  that  he 
came  from  a  well-to-do  upper-class  family  and  had  practiced  medicine  in 
the  City  of  Herford.  It  was  said  that  his  physician  father  operated  a  hospi¬ 
tal  in  Herford  for  the  treatment  of  nervous  diseases.  At  any  rate,  the  young 
Dr.  Pahmeyer  had  a  professional  call  to  the  home  of  a  prosperous  farmer 
near  Herford,  and  there  met  the  daughter,  Gertrud  Linnenkugel  (Anglicized 
to  Linden),  whom  he  later  married  when  she  was  but  sixteen  years  of  age. 

He  was  Lutheran,  she  Roman  Catholic,  and  they  belonged  to  diverse  social 
strata,  so  it  seems  that  she  was  not  acceptable  to  his  family.  The  outcome 
was  that  they  came  to  America  and  he  was  in  practice  in  Baltimore  until  the 
outoreak  of  the  Civil  War.  isarlier  than  this  he,  reputedly,  made  a  trip  to 
New  Orleans  and  left  some  money  there  which  was  never  claimed.  Also,  he 
is  said  to  have  lived  in  Baltimore  County,  now  city,  at  Hookstown,  on  the 
Hookstown  Road.  Later  this  became  Arlington  on  the  Reisterstown  Road. 

WHILE  THE  RECORDS  have  not  been  searched  for  confirmation,  Dr.  Pah¬ 
meyer  is  reported  to  have  held  a  commission  in  the  medical  department  of 
the  Union  Army  and  when,  as  a  result  of  the  hardships  of  the  service,  his 
health  broke  down,  he  returned  to  his  German  home  for  treatment  and  there 
died.  He  wanted  his  wife  to  return  with  him,  but  she  declined.  A_£ter  mak¬ 
ing  financial  provisions  for  his  family  during  the  anticipated  duration  of  his 
stay,  he  went  alone. 

His  widow  was  left  with  the  responsibility  of  rearing  three  small  chil¬ 
dren  and  the  necessity  of  earning  a  livelihood.  This  she  successfully 
accomplished.  Later  she  married  John  H.  Mitchell,  Two  children. 

THE  WIFE  OF  SAMUEL  F.  TAPMAN,  Mary  Pahmeyer  Tapman,  possessed  /  -l//? 
unusual  business  ability.  By  shrewd  insight  and  close  attention  to  details, 
she  accumulated  for  her  family  a  fair-sized  estate  consisting  of  ground  rents, 
houses  ,  and  bbilding  lots.  She  never  could  be  induced  to  buy  bonds  or  stocks. 

She  insisted  upon  owning  only  that  which  was  visible  and  tangible  and  which 
she  could  manage  herself.  She  "Wanted  to  see  what  she  was  buying.  "  A 
good  principle  to  follow. 
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jx  made  in  presence  of  the  tiro  witnesses.  whose  names  arq  hereunto  subscribed ,  that  ;  j 
it  may  be  binding  on  each  of  us,  after  our  arrival  in  the  United  States,  to,  which  J 
place  ire  are  going,  and  are  to  be  married  upon  our  arrival  in  that  couhh/i/,  according  ’  ^  *  J 
to  the  laws  thereof.  ^  ^  /  /^  ~”~ 

fi  Witness 'our  ha/ut.Uana  seals  yiris  of  * 

Attest.  ^ 


SsJ*  /  Z7 


m  3  m . 


^  Bremen 

day.  of  /Ho  gf  before 


lie  it  known :  that  on  this  /j(. 

~  ■ v  w<r  Karl  fksxM**** pIa*  »fruuudJp^camxj^ttMf/'l!&J*L 

and making  the  foregoing  declaration 
ana  declared  under  oat  if'1 that  a  hey  wertf about  to  emigrate  to  the  l  idled  States,  and 
as  soon  as  they  arrire  in  the  said  United  States,  will  be  married  according  to  the 
laws  thereof,  and  1  the  said  Karl  Tit,  Oetrichs  do  hereby  certify  that  the 
abnre  named  persons  are  the  identical  ones  who  executed  the  foregoiny  declaration. 

||  In  wit/ttus  whereof  1  hare  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal  of  Office. 

,  dag  of 

'wJtsioU'M* fM (/yfivt/^fan^^  ~ 

rtihfri CauT fj >nu)ti^f^J£y'/Uyyt^/, ’'zj. 

feSL  - - - _ _  xrff'  / 
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GILLETT -CUSTIS  Again  referring  to  a  written  communication  from  Aunt 
Laura  Wollingshead,  the  following  quotation  is  informative: 

Gillett  Family 

"The  Gillet  family  were  among  earliest  settlers  of  Accomac  Co.  , 

Va.  on  Eastern  Shore  peninsula.  They  are  connected  with  the  Wise  &  Custis 
families.  John  Gillet,  father  of  Eliz.  H.  Gillet,  was  a  prominent  citizen  of 
Accomac.  He  freed  his  slaves  before  Civil  War.  He  was  local  lawyer  and 
teacher.  His  nephew  &  namesake  was  a  prominent  lawyer  and  one  of  the 
earliest  preachers  of  total  abstinence.  Died  a  bachelor. 

"He  was  guardian  of  Henry  A.  Wise,  nephew  of  H.  A.  Wise,  Gov. 
of  Va.  at  beginning  of  Civil  War. 

"The  Gilletts  were  connections  of  Gunbys  of  Somerset.  Also  of  the 
Marshalls  of  Va.  One  of  the  Gunbys  won  fame  during  the  Revolutionary  War 
by  intrepid  conduct  during  Southern  campaign. 

"The  family  divided  on  Secession.  John  Gillet  took  Northern  side 
when  Va.  seceded,  taking  his  uncle's  view  on  slavery. 

"The  family  are  related  to  McMasters,  having  intermarried.  They 
have  been  residents  Va.  since  early  18th  century." 

THERE  REMAINS  TO  BE  RELATED  such  pertinent  data  as  is  available  con- 
cerning  the  Gillett  and  Custis  families.  It  has  been  stated,  previously,  that 
Samuel  Mills  Tapman  married  Elizabeth  Harriett  Gillett.  Her  father  was 
John  Gillett  and  her  mother  is  said  to  have  been  a  Custis.  We  have  proof 
that  a  John  Gillett  was  her  father,  but  there  has  not  come  to  light  any  evidence 
in  substantiation  cf  the  family  tradition  that  the  mother  was  named  Custis. 

Both  the  Gillett  and  Custis  lines  run  back  to  the  early  days  of  colonial 
Virginia  and  Maryland.  "Richard  Gillett,  who  died  at  Elizabeth  City,  Vir¬ 
ginia,  1623,  "  represents  the  first  recording  of  the  name  in  America.  Next, 
in  chronological  order,  to  appear  are  the  names  of  "Jonothan  and  Nathan 
Gillet,  Gillett  or  Gillette,  who  are  said  to  have  emigrated  .  .  .  in  1630  to 
Dorchester,  Mass."  It  may  be  of  some  significance  that  "Among  the  earliest 
records  of  the  family  in  England  were  those  of  Willemus  Geliot  of  Yorkshire 
in  1379,  Johannes  Gylyott  cf  about  the  same  time,  and  one  Gillett  or  Gillot 
of  Warwickshire  in  the  early  fifteenth  century,  from  whom  was  descended 
John  Gillett  of  Leicestershire  before  1450,  who  married  AJice  Jermyn  and 
had  two  sons,  ..."  It  may  be  worth  noting  that  among  the  early  Virginia 
and  Maryland  Gilletts  the  given  name  of  "John"  and  "Jarmon"  and  "German" 
recur  with  frequency;  and  there  are  members  of  the  Jarman  family  on  both 
the  Eastern  and  Western  Shores  of  those  times. 

In  1637  appears  Jon  Gillett,  Isle  of  Wight  Co.  ,  Va.  From  time  to 
time  the  names  of  other  Gilletts  are  recorded  as  having  taken  up  land  on  the 
Rappahannock.  In  1652  there  was  laid  off  three  hundred  acres  on  the  "north 
bank  of  Patapsco"  for  Augustine  Gillett,  but  no  further  reference  to  this  tract 
has  been  noted.  Next  year,  however  -  1653  -  the  name,  Augustine  Gillett, 
appears  in  connection  with  a  land  transaction  on  the  Rappahannock. 

IN  1o5j>  GERMAN  GILLETT  patented  a  total  of  six  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of 
"land  at  W are  Point  and  Cold  Harbor  in  Somerset  County,  Maryland.  Old 
Somerset  was  divided  into  Somerset  and  Worcester  Counties  in  the  year  1742. 
Other  records,  for  the  year  1665,  locate  Ware  Point  "by  a  river  called 
Pokeomoke  on  the  western  side  of  a  certain  creek  called  Morcumscoe  Creek.  " 
Also,  "a  parcel  of  land  called  Cold  Harbor  lying  and  being  on  the  Eastern 
Shore  in  a  certain  river  their  called  Pokomoke,  on  the  south  side  of  said 
river  ..."  Records  show  that  Gillets  this  same  family  line  owned  land 
on  the  Seaside  of  Maryland  and  Virginia  and  on  Assateague  Island.  The  loca¬ 
tions  must  have  been  in  the  proximity  of  Greenbackville  and  Horntown. 
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AND  THERE  WERE  OTHER  ACQUISITIONS: 


"Ry  virtue  of  special  warrant  granted  unto  Ayres  Gillett  of  Worces¬ 
ter  County  bearing  date  the  ZZd  day  of  July  Anno  Domini  1787  to  resurvey 
a  Tract  of  Land  called  Level  Ridge  origl.  on  the  15th  day  of  November  1738 
granted  unto  a  certain  John  Gillet  (the  afsd.  Ayres  Gillet's  Father)  for 
twenty  eight  acres  of  Land  under  new  Rent  .  .  .  These  are  Humbly  to  cer- 
tifie  that  I  James  Bounds,  Deputy  Surveyor  of  Worcester  County  under 
Benjamin  Young,  Esqr.  have  accordingly  Resurveyed  and  laid  out  for  the 
Afsd.  Ayres  Gillet  of  the  County  Afsd.  the  afsd.  Tract  or  parcel  of  land 
Agreeable  to  its  antient  meets  and  hounds  as  per  black  lines  to  which  I  have 
added  one  hundred  and  one  acres  of  Land  included  in  the  courses  following 
(vizt.  )  Beginning  .  .  .  south  side  of  a  branch  called  unpassable  branch  and 
on  the  east  side  of  the  Pocomoke  River  .  .  .  etc.  " 

Following  is  reference  to  another  transaction  -  and  there  were  others. 

"John  Gillett;  1823,  Nov.  13. 

M.  .  .  name  of  Union  lying  and  being  in  Worcester  Co.  .  .  .  352 
acres.  "Adjoining  lands  of  Thomas  Harris,  Samuel  McMaster,  Daniel  Jones, 
Jacob  Boston,  William  Ellis,  Levi  Ellis,  John  Payne  and  Major  Gillett,  left 
to  the  said  John  Gillett  by  his  father  Ayres  Gillett.  " 

IN  CONNECTION  WITH  the  efforts  to  trace  the  Gillett  family  and  to  deter  - 
mine  whether  a  Custis  actually  was  the  wife  of  John  Gillett  and  mother  of 
Elizabeth  Harriett  Gillett,  and  others,  a  vast  quantity  of  material  has  been 
accumulated  -  so  much  as  to  be  confusing.  No  evidence  has  been  found  to 
prove  a  Custis  marriage.  There  was  one  instance  of  a  Custis  marrying  a 
Gillett  on  the  distaff  side. 

Since  propinquity  is  so  important  in  mate  selection,  there  was  the 
usual  intermarriage  among  the  families  of  a  community  as  isolated  as  was 
the  southern  Eastern  Shore  in  those  early  times. 

NOW  TO  PROCEED  with  the  lineage  of  Elizabeth  Harriett  Gillett. 

Since  our  information  is  that  Elizabeth  Harriett  Gillett  was  born  in 
the  year  1814  -  1813  on  her  tombstone  in  Loudon  Park  -  that  she  came  to 
Baltimore  when  about  14  years  of  age  -  1928  -  and  married  12  years  later  - 
1839  -  there  remains  the  task  of  determining  some  of  the  events  of  her 
youth,  from  the  time  she  was  removed  from  her  father's  home  until  her 
marriage  to  Samuel  Mills  Tapman. 

ASSUMING  FROM  RECORDS  pertaining  to  the  administration  of  her  father's 
will  that  he  died  in  1829,  it  would  appear  that  relatives  took  charge  of  her 
and  her  sister,  Sarah  Ann  -  born  1821  -before  their  father's  death.  It  is 
noted  that  she  and  her  sister  lived  for  a  time  with  "Aunt  Milcha  Gunby"  at 
Makepeace,  located  nn  a  creek  emptying  into  Pocomoke  Sound  and  three  miles 
from  Crisfield.  This  house  was  built  in  1670  on  land  obtained  by  royal  grant 
in  1663.  The  aunt-niece  relationship  is  not  entirely  clear,  but  as  Aunt 
Milcha,  daughter  of  Elisha  Gunby  and  Milcha  Coulbourn,  and  mother  of  Dr. 
Hiram  H.  Gunby,  of  Crisfield,  had  a  daughter,  Eliza  Whittington  Gunby,  who 
married  William  Roach,  Jr.,  last  owner  of  Makepeace  in  the  Roach  line,  it 
was  quite  natural  for  Aunt  Milcha  to  be  there  as  a  temporary  resident.  The 
children  were  not  happy  with  Aunt  Milcha.  She  was  rated  as  rather  austere, 
so  Aunt  Mollie  (Mary)  and  Cousin  Carrie  took  charge  of  them. 

AMONG  THE  RECORDS,  it  is  noted  that  Elizabeth  Harriett  Gillett  and 
sister,  Sarah  Ann  (who  was  now  7  years  of  age),  arrived  in  Baltimore  with 
Aunt  Mollie  (Mary),  Cousin  Carrie  (Caroline),  Cousin  Jane  and  "Sea  Captain 
son"  and  lived  in  the  vicinity  of  old  Caroline  Street  Methodist  Church,  which 
they  attended.  This  church  was  located  at  10  South  Caroline  Street. 

Since  Sarah  was  7  years  of  age  and  born  in  1821,  this  must  have  been 
in  1829.  She  died  in  Baltimore  and  was  buried  in  Loudon  Park  Cemetery. 
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In  the  Baltimore  City  Directory,  1829,  appears: 

Gunby,  Mrs.  Dry  Nurse.  Block  from  Fells  Point. 

Gunby,  James.  Sea  Captain.  19  Philpot  Street. 

1833  Gunby,  Mrs.  Mary  S.  133  N.  Eutaw  Street. 

1837  Gunby,  Capt.  James  &  Mrs.  Mary. 

Miss  Carrie  (Caroline)  L.  Gunby  was  born  near  Marion,  Somerset 
County,  in  1821  and  died  at  Crisfield  in  1910,  when  89  years  of  age.  When 
she  left  Baltimore  is  not  remembered,  but  could  have  been  in  the  late 
1870's.  She  built  and  maintained  a  home  at  Crisfield. 

The  1872  City  Directory  lists  Caroline  L.  Gunby  as  in  dry  goods  busi¬ 
ness  at  York  Road  and  Oxford  Street.  Later  this  was  2735  Greenmount  Ave. 

The  father  of  "Cousin  Carrie"  was  David  Gunby,  a  son  of  Elisha 
Gunby;  her  mother  was  Mary  Evans,  from  Deal's  Island.  That  is,  "Aunt 
Mollie"  was  married  to  David  Gunby. 

ELISHA  GUNBY  was  tire  father  of  David  Gunby  who  was  the  husband  of  Mollie 
Gunby  and  the  father  of  Carrie  (Caroline)  Gunby.  Why  the  interest  of  Gunbys 
in  the  Gillett  children?  Whittingtons  were  neighbors  of  the  Gillets  and  inter¬ 
marriages  had  occurred.  The  "W"  in  the  names  of  Southey  W.  Gillett  and 
John  W.  Gillett  may  indicate  that  their  mother  was  a  Whittington.  Elisa 
Whittington  Gunby  was  the  wife  of  William  Roach,  Jr.  The  second  wife  of 
Elisha  Gunby  -  b.  1765  -  was  Elizabeth  Whittington.  These  circamstances 

indicate  the  reasons  for  the  orphans  being  cared  for  by  the  Gunbys. 

NOW  IS  SEEN  AN  INTERESTING  INTERLUDE:  In  1666  William  Gullett 
settled  in  Somerset;  and  in  1674  William  Guilett  married  Susanna  Mills. 

(See  reference  to  St.  George's  Parish,  Pungoteague  on  the  Bay  Side  -  Mary¬ 
land  Historical  Society.)  From  1675  to  1682  there  are  records  of  births; 
the  last  of  the  list  states:  "March  3,  1682;  Elizabeth  Gullett  daughter  of 
William  Gullett  and  Susanna  -  Also  Grace  B.  on  the  same  day.  " 


TRACING  BACK  from  Elizabeth  Harriett  Gillett  to  Ayres  Gillett,  Sr.  ,  we 
can  show  that  the  father  of  Elizabeth  Harriett  was  John  Gillett,  the  son  of 
Ayres  Gillett,  Jr. ,  the  son  of  Ayres  Gillett,  Sr.  ,  and  he  the  son  of  John 
Gillett  who  acquired  Level  Ridge  in  1757. 

John  Gillett,  parent  of  Elizabeth  Harriett  and  Sarah  Ann,  married 
Elizabeth  Ellis  (or  Davis),  February  21,  1823.  She  was  his  last  wife,  and 
survived  him,  as  shown  by  the  following  reluctance  to  administer  his  will 
and  her  assignment  of  same.  Was  she  an  invalid? 


"To  the  Register  of  Wills  for  Worcester  County. 

"I,  Elizabeth  Gillett,  widow  of  John  Gillett,  late  of  Worcester  County 
(dec1)  do  hereby  refuse  to  administer  on  the  estate  of  Said  dec  eased,  and  do 
therefore  renounce  all  my  right,  tital  &  claim  to  said  administration,  of 
directing  at  the  same  time  that  letters  of  administration  be  granted  to  Jacob 
Boston  of  the  county  aforesaid.  Who  was  the  chois  of  the  deceased  as  wit¬ 
ness  my  hand  &  seal  this  30th  day  of  March  1829. 


Test.  Thomas  Jones 
John  W.  Gillett 


her 

Elizabeth  #  Gillett  (Seal)" 
mark 


There  is  no  record  df  children  laving  been  born  to  Elizabeth  Gillett, 
and  no  records  have  been  found  of  previous  marriages  of  John  Gillett,  so 
the  question  of  who  was  the  mother  of  the  children  named  below  remains  un¬ 
answered. 


40 


t.  d  ' .  .  ii  :r  ^ 


>dt  xi"3.  oj  mod  ao»<  g  i vjri  ar>ibSu  >b  fo-roD  i  o a  zr  i'I 


aonol  aiiiiiOilT  .JaoT 


Snow  Hill.  Deeds.  G.  M.  H.  No  2,  Fol.  206 


"Level  Ridge  .  .  .  which  descended  to  them  the  said  Southey  W.  Gillett, 
John  W.  Gillett,  Elizabeth  H.  S.  Gillett  and  Sarah  Ann  Gillett  and  Caroline 
Gillett  from  their  Uncle  James  A.  Gillett  late  of  Worcester  County,  deceased. 

.  .  .  lying  in  Worcester  County  being  same  lands  that  were  conveyed  to  their 
uncle  James  A.  Gillett  by  their  father  John  Gillett  by  deed  bearing  date  the 
twentieth  day  of  October,  eighteen  hindred  and  twenty-eight  and  duly  recorded 
among  the  land  records  of  Worcester  County  in  Liber  A.  U,  ,  folios  164  &  165. 

"The  said  Southey  W.  Gillett  hereby  conveys  all  the  rights  and  intrests 
of  John  W.  Gillett,  of  Iowa  Territory,  in  and  to  said  lands  by  virtue  o  f  power 
of  attorney  given  to  him  by  the  said  John  dated  the  tenth  day  of  September  , 

A.  D.  1838,  and  also  all  the  rights  and  interest  of  the  said  Elizabeth  H.  S. 

Gillett  and  Sarah  A.  F.  Gillett  of  the  City  of  Baltimore,  in  and  to  the  said 
lands  by  virtue  of  a  power  of  attorney  given  to  him  by  the  said  Elizabeth  and 
Sarah  dated  Fourteenth  day  of  November,  1838  ...  77  acres,  buildings  &: 
improvements,  ways,  waters,  water  courses  .  .  .  said  Southey  W.  Gillett, 

John  W.  Gillett,  Elizabeth  H  S.  Gillett  and  Sarah  Ann  Gillett  and  Caroline 
Gillett.  " 

"To  Isaac  Harris  his  heirs  etc." 

SOMEWHERE  in  the  collection  of  notes  from  which  this  copy  was  obtained,  it 
is  stated  that  Elizabeth  Davis  was  married  to  John  Gillett  in  18G8.  This 
being  so  he  could  have  fathered  Elizabeth  Harriett  Gillett  in  1814,  Sarah  Ann 
Gillett  in  1821,  married  Elizabeth  Ellis  in  1823  and  died  in  1829. 

Liber  A.P.  -  folio  277,  278,  279,  280,  281  (Bond) 

"Whereas  the  said  John  Gillett  by  his  bond  dated  the  seventeenth  day 
of  May  in  the  year  of  our  L^rd  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty  two  is 
bound  unto  the  State  of  Maryland  in  the  sum  of  three  thousand  dollars  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  his  having  been  appointed  by  the  Judge  of  the  Worcester  County 
Court  Trustee  for  the  care  custody  and  charge  of  the  person  and  property 
real  personal  and  mixed  of  Mary  S.  Davis  a  Lunatic  and  the  said  John  B.H.  W. 
Clarvoe  and  John  M.  Bowhanan  being  securities  to  the  above  mentioned  bond 
and  bound  with  the  said  Gillett  in  the  said  sum  of  three  thousand  Dollars  which 
sum  the  said  Gillett  acknowledges  to  owe  the  said  Clarvoe  &;  Bowhanan  for 
the  securing  of  the  same  hath  agreed  to  execute  these  presents  it  being  the 
true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  same  that  it  is  to  secure  the  said  Clarvoe 
Bowhanan  from  any  debts  costs  or  charges  that  may  or  can  come  against  them 
in  consequence  of  their  being  securities  to  the  said  Bond  -  Reference  being 
thereto  had  will  more  fully  appear  -  Now  This  Indenture  Witnesseth  that  the 
said  John  Gillett  in  consideration  of  the  debt  or  sum  of  three  thousand  Dollars 
oweing  to  the  said  Jno.  B.  H.  W.  Clarvoe  &  John  M.  Bowhanan  as  afsd  and 
for  the  better  securing  the  payment  thereof  with  interest  to  the  said  Jno.  B. 

H.  W.  Clarvoe  Jno.  M.  Bowhanan  their  executors,  administrators  $r  assigns 
according'to  the  conditon  of  the  same  and  also  in  consideration  of  the  further 
sum  of  five  Dollars  Current  Money  of  the  United  Syayes  to  him  the  said 
John  Gillett  by  the  said  Clarvoe  &  Bowhanan  in  hand  paid  before  the  sealing 
and  delivery  of  these  presents  the  receipt  whereof  the  said  Jno.  Gillett  doth 
hereby  acknowledge  hat  granted,  bargained,  sold,  released  and  confirmed 
and  by  these  pesents  doth  grant  bargain  sell  release  and  confirm  unto  the 
said  Clarvoe  and  Bowhanan  and  to  their  heirs  and  assigns  all  of  that  tract  of 
land  called  and  known  by  the  name  of  Union  lying  and  being  in  Worcester 
County  containing  three  hundred  and  fifty-two  acres  more  or  less  adjoining 
the  lands  of  Thomas  Harris,  Samuel  Mac  Master,  Daniel  Jones,  Jacob  Boston, 
William  Ellis,  John  Payne  and  Major  Gillett  left  to  the  said  John  Gillett  by 
his  Father  Ayres  Gillett  .  .  .  May  17,  1822." 
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THE  GILLETTS  BURLED  at  the  Roy  White  Burying  Ground,  on  "Stewart's 
place,  "  about  one  mile  east  from  Horntown,  Va.  This  is  now  a  thicket 
with  traces  of  the  graves  remaining,  covered  with  myrtle.  The  stones  have 
been  removed  and  broken  up  for  road  repairing.  Since  this  is  too  far  away 
from  the  Pocomoke  River  area,  where  the  later  Gilletts  lived,  there  is 
little  likelihood  that  they  used  this  place.  Snow  Hill,  Pocomoke  or  elsewhere 
would  have  been  more  convenient. 

NOW  THAT  CONSIDERATION  has  been  given  to  the  recording  of  selected 
details  of  the  main  stem  of  the  Shamer -Abbott  family,  and  t©  the  various 
lineal  and  collateral  branches,  it  would  seem  appropriate  to  conclude  with 
an  epilogue  intended  to  give  encouragement  to  those  responsible  for  the 
preservation  of  this  record  and  its  extension  to  include  the  expected  genera¬ 
tions  of  the  future.  Also  to  urge  the  perpetuation  of  a  way  of  life  fostering 
ideals  of  eugenics  and  culture  adapted  to  natural  laws  of  conservancy. 

EPILOGUE 

THE  FOREGOING  RECITAL  of  family  origins  and  activities  has  been  por¬ 
trayed  in  as  factual  a  manner  as  possible  and  delineates  the  humble  origins 
of  certain  of  our  ancestry  as  well  as  noting  some  of  more  genteel  social  and 
economic  standing.  No  illustrious  members  have  appeared  in  our  line,  but 
neither  has  there  existed  any  iniquitous  elements. 

AS  THERE  IS  UNDOUBTED  EVIDENCE  of  family -wide  progress  toward  high- 
er  cultural  and  intellectual  attainments  in  recent  generations,  it  seems 
proper  to  acknowledge  this  and  set  our  sights  on  the  preservation  of  such 
advances,  in  all  desirable  paths,  as  they  are  revealed  and  become  accessible; 
and,  concurrently,  hold  the  line  at  every  front,  in  every  area  of  cultural 
progression.  This  can  be  eugenic,  environmental,  ethical,  educational, 
social,  economic  and  spiritual. 

LET  US  DISCOVER  AND  CONCUR  in  some  unifying  principle  that  would  bind 
people  to  a  common  desire  for  fineness  and  honesty;  an  enlarging  and  ex¬ 
panding  sense  of  goodness.  Righteousness  exalteth  a  nation,  especially 
when  the  spirit  is  sustained  by  vigor  of  mind  and  body. 

"Be  noble  and  the  nobleness  which  lies  in  other  men,  sleeping  but 
never  dead,  will  rise  in  majesty  to  meet  thine  own.  "  -  James  Russell  Lowell. 

HOW  CAN  A  PUBLIC-SPIRITED  PEOPLE  develop  the  will  to  avoid, 
moderate  or  suppress  -  even  eradicate  -  the  barbarism  that  has  always 
affected  this  world,  often  in  a  beastly  manner?  Can  it  be  accomplished 
by  a  rationalization  of  religion?  Would  searching  for  a  code  retaining  all 
that  is  fine  in  religion,  yet  seeking  to  increase  concepts  of  excellence  in 
accord  with  natural  law  and  discarding  the  superstition,  mysticism  and 
ecclesiastical  dogma  which  has  been  incorporated  into  all  creeds,  whether 
ancient  or  modern,  yield  the  answer  ?  Search  all  things,  hold  fast  that  which 
is  true.  Truth  is  eternal,  but  requires  discovery. 

Why  has  the  church  not  made  advances  in  religion  commensurate 
with  those  made  by  secular  institutions  in  science?  There  must  come  about 
a  present-day  religious  reformation;  one  designed  to  more  fully  satisfy  the 
needs  of  a  befuddled  world  now  clashing  in  controversy.  The  millions  of 
people  who  are  longing  for  a  religious  concept  more  appealing  to  reason  and 
reality  than  any  existing  form,  and  not  dominated  by  cant  and  mysticism  of 
illogical  ecclesiastical  groups,  nor  upheld  by  a  deluded  and  gullible  lay 

following,  will  come  willingly  to  the  support  of  a  leadership  with  the  vision, 
the  insight,  the  dynamic  to  give  direction  to  such  a  movement. 
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ALONG  WITH  LL  THAT  13  IMPORTANT  in  ethical  living,  there  is  a  con- 
current'necessity  for  {he  wherewithal  of  comfortable  existence  -  for  food, 
clothing  and  heller.  Thrift,  prudence  and  economic  sagacity  should  be 
acquired  within  the  capacities  of  each  individual  and  enter  into  the  training 
of  every  child.  Every  individual  and  every  family  must  be  motivated  toward 
the  acquisition  of  possessions,  whether  for  intimate  personal  use,  for  a 
home,  for  savings,  for  the  items  of  culture  or  for  the  enjoyment  of  life. 

V/ise  spending,  .  s  v/ell  as  prudent  saving  of  income  is  essential  for  normal 
living. 

EACH  x'Ta.,xILY  UNIT  should  have  its  own  property  as  a  benefit  from  earnings, 
but  possibly  Tt"  would  be  an  eidvantage  to  set  up  a  clan  relationship  which  would 
combine  interests  beneficial  to  all,  such  as  mutual  funds,  group  insurance, 
shared  savings  and  loans,  a  family  trust  estate,  a  family  business,  a  family 
gathering  place  which  could  be  a  combination  of  business  center,  dwelling, 
lodge  house  and  even  a  refuge  for  the  elderly  and  unfortunate  in  need  of  care 
when  conditions  within  their  families  mane  this  difficult.  A  homestead  in 
joint  tenancy  as  part  of  a  family  trust  could  serve  this  purpose. 

SOCIETY  AT  LAI  I G  S  has  these  facilities  as  private  enterprises  serving  the 
public  and  supplying  all  of  their  iceds,  including  employment.  And  they  find 
it  profitable  to  do  so.  Why  could  not  the  members  of  a  prosperous  family 
jointly  engage  in  some  similar  projects  and  obtain  satisfactions  from  their 
pooled  efforts?  Perhaps  taey  would  rather  not  mane  trie  venture  or  be  thus 
bothered,  but  the  idea  of  such  a  compact  is  worthy  of  careful  consideration. 

SOi'.IE  HER  SONS  -AT  £  AN  DO  >Y£D  with  the  qualities  which  fit  them  for  manage  - 
ment,  'others  have  the  sxills  necessary  for  the  performances  which  keep  a 
business  in  successful  ooeration.  In  professional  classes,  some  lack  the 
qualities  required  for  group  cooperation  and  worn  proficiently  only  as  indivi¬ 
duals.  Some  have  single  talents,  others  are  versatile  in  the  sense  of  having 
multiple  aptitudes. 


m  F  AI/IILY  BUSINESS  may  be  a  good  producer  of  revenue,  if  amity  and  unity 
prevail!  Those  wita  special  talents,  or  interests,  or  with  personalities  which 
do  not  fit  in  with  family  concerns,  had  better  be  otherwise  occupied.  They 
should  acquire  skills  which  would  make  their  services  desired  by  others. 

They  could  be  stockholders  and  in  other  ways  participate  in  family  enterprises. 
In  the  effort  to  achieve  economic  suceess  and  the  financial  security  accompany¬ 
ing  it,  one  should  be  careful  not  to  pick  up  more  than  he  can  carry. 

WEALTH  OF  PROPERTY  -  lands,  buildings,  good,  chattels,  money  and  in  - 
vestments'  in  industry  Is  a  worthy  objective  and  should  be  the  aim  of  indivi¬ 
duals  and  families  as  a  responsibility  and  as  a  means  to  a  full  life.  They 
should  accumulate  possessions  for  use  as  well  as  to  furnish  a  source  of  revenue 
to  supplement  income  obtained  for  services  and  from  the  conduction  of  business. 


WEALTH  IS  NECESSARY  for  maintaining  a  high  standard  of  living,  but  never 
should  wealth  be' so  Cbundant  as  to  exceed  one’s  needs.  Too  much  wealth  is 
a  burden  which  stunts  living,  robs  the  individual  and  the  family  of  the  enjoyments 
of  normal  life  and  leads  to  luxury,  v  aste,  loose  living,  moral  and  physical 
deterioration,  and  to  eifeteness.  This  has  happened  in  our  older  civilisations 
and  is  happening  bexore  our  eyes  today,  and  always  will  be  so.  Should  the  turn 
of  fortune's  wheel  provide  wealth  in  excess  of  a  competence,  it  should  be  dis¬ 
posed  d  to  some  useful  service  .or  the  betterment  of  society. 


WE  MUST  ETERNALLY  GUARD  ALL  OF  OUR  TREASURES  else  they  will  be 
taken  from  us.  Cur  ethical  culture,  our  property,  our  family  coherence,  our 
vigor  and  our  ecological  freedom  are  essential  resources.  The  old  adage 
"Early  to  bed  and  early  to  rise  makes  a  man  healthy,  wealthy,  and  wise, 
seems  to  express  an  adequate  appreciation  of  outstanding  qualities  that  are  de¬ 
sirable. 
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IN  ORDER  TO  POSSESS  THESE  QUALITIES,  each  individual  should  be 
carefully  educated  and  trained.  Education  begins  in  infancy  and  continues 
through  the  competent  phases  of  life.  Education,  in  all  its  aspects,  is  pri¬ 
marily  for  gaining  information  and  skills,  the  knowledge  of  which  will 
enable  one  to  exist  and  to  lead  a  useful  and  enjoyable  life.  We  think  of 
education  as  preparation  for  a  life's  work;  also,  there  must  be  preparation 
for  social  life,  for  citizenship  and  for  family  coherence  and  worth. 

WHAT  SHOULD  THE  CHILD  BE  TAUGHT  ?  Affection  is  essential  to  the 
self  -respect  and  sense  of  security  of  the  child,  but  pampering  must  be  avoid¬ 
ed;  likewise  over -protection.  As  child  and  youth  he  needs  the  guidance  and 
example  of  his  elders.  His  behavior  pattern  should  be  characterized  by 
obedience,  truthfulness,  honesty,  dependability,  orderliness,  tidiness,  ob¬ 
servance  of  the  golden  rule,  self-dependence,  responsibility,  good  eating 
practices,  steady  work  habits,  and  loyalty  to  conventional  moral  values. 

He  who  falsely  charges  others  with  misdeeds  is  himself  familiar  with 
such  acts  and  either  putting  them  into  practice  or  contemplating  doing  so. 

He  is  giving  himself  away  by  revealing  his  own  doings  and  desires. 

EARLY  RECOGNITION  of  natural  objects  found  in  their  environment,  such 
as  rocks,  plants,  wild  life  and  water  sources  is  important,  likewise  their 
ecological  relationships. 

Teaching  should  be  hand -minded  as  well  as  book-minded.  The 
sciences  and  humanities  are  of  equal  importance.  Effort  should  be  made  to 
inculcate  in  the  student  a  desire  and  willingness  to  do,  to  be  helpful  and  to 
achieve  useful  ends.  Always  there  are  three  ways  of  doing  -  this  way,  that 
way,  and  the  right  way.  By  discussion,  trial  and  error  and  thought,  seek 
the  right  way. 

EVERY  YOUNG  PERSON  should  have,  and  be  taught  the  use  of,  a  dictionary 
befitting  his  age  -  a  standard  collegiate  size  when  suited  to  his  mental  devel¬ 
opment.  Therein  is  available  a  vast  amount  of  information;  spelling,  pro¬ 
nunciation,  the  meaning  of  words,  their  derivation,  their  synonyms  and 
antonyms,  and  much  that  otherwise  is  of  practical  value. 

HE  SHOULD  LEARN  TO  SPEAK,  write  and  orate  the  English  language  in  an 
unaffected,  logical  and  rhetorical  manner. 

As  an  aid  to  memory,  he  should  give  strict  attention  to  matters  under 
consideration  and  concentrate  on  understanding  same. 

IT  IS  THE  BIRTHRIGHT  of  every  child  to  come  into  being  with  a  sound  mind 
and  body  and  into  a  family  with  honorable  principles.  In  conformity  with 
this,  the  child  is  obligated  to  a  coincidental  loyalty  to  his  family  standards 
and  pride  in  the  worthy  aims  and  accomplishments  of  his  kin. 


THE  HEARTHSTONE 

"THE  DESTINY,  THE  GREATNESS  OF  AMERICA  LIES  AROUND  THE 
HEARTHSTONE.  IF  THRIFT  AND  INDUSTRY  ARE  TAUGHT  THERE  AND 
THE  EXAMPLE  OF  SELF-SACRIFICE  OFT  APPEARS;  IF  HONOR  ABIDE 
THERE  AND  HIGH  IDEALS;  IF  THERE  THE  BUILDING  OF  FORTUNE  BE 
SUBORDINATED  TO  THE  BUILDING  OF  CHARACTER,  AMERICA  WILL  LIVE 
IN  SECURITY,  REJOICING  IN  AN  ABUNDANT  PROSPERITY  AND  GOOD 
GOVERNMENT  AT  HOME,  AND  IN  PEACE,  RESPECT  AND  CONFIDENCE 
ABROAD.  IF  THESE  VIRTUES  BE  ABSENT,  THERE  IS  NO  POWER  THAT 
CAN  SUPPLY  THESE  BLESSINGS.  LOOK  WELL,  THEN,  TO  THE  HEARTH¬ 
STONE:  THERE  ALL  HOPE  FOR  AMERICA  LIES.  "  --By  Calvin  Coolidge. 
From  inaugural  address  when  installed  as  Governor  of  Massachusetts,  1919. 
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xiie  chine,  e  sainily  ideal  is  backed  b/  the  view  oi  life  I  .nay  cell  the 
stream  o*  life  theory,  Jiich  makes  im  mortality  almost  visible  end  touch¬ 
able.  very  gr-  abfathe?  ecinj  his  gr  nuchildrcn  going  to  school  reel  •  th  t 
truly  he  is  living  over  g  in  in  the  life  oi  the  kild.  liis  own  life  i_  nothing 
but  a  re  ti.  a  ei  the  greet  in  ,ily  stream  of  life  ilo  wag  on  forever. 

The  result  oi  such  a  conception  A  life  it.  that  one  gets  a  lengthened 
outloo.t  on  everything*  it r  life  in  no  longer  reg  rded  us  beginning  nd  casing 
with  the  individual.  -.-c>  ci...  takes  n  -  diuercat  completion.  The  d nine  sc 
ideal  oi  life  is  to  live  so  o  n^t  to  be  a  sh  m-  to  one’s  ancestor  a  and  to  have 
sons  of  whom  one  -eed  :ot  be  ashamed. 

In  my  efforts  to  compare  j.  stem  and  eatern  life,  I  have  xound  no 
difference  so  uharp  a  in  t..e  matter  of  attitude  toward  old  je*  1  a  ...till 
continually  .hoc.cd  by  the  eetern  attitude*  I  -<e..rd  an  old  lady  re:  nr.ru 
that  she  hud  had  several  grandchildren,  but  it  ..as  the  first  vne  that  hurt, 
kven  with  the  no  -  huge  that  w-cricans  hate  to  be  thought  of  as  old,  one 
still  doesn’t  quite  e  pect  to  have  it  put  that  way.  In  Uiina  the  uist  birthday 
is  an  occasion  of  pro  t  rej  i  ingl  the  bi  t  and  Viet  are  progressively  happier 
and  grander;  while  a  man  uble  to  celebrate  his  1st  birthd  y  ia  ao  cd  upon  as 
specially  favored  by  the  god  . 
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John  dhu  ner's  .  In  Hie  name  of  God  men  1  John  iiamer  of 

.  ill  vestment  .  Baltimore  ounty  in  the  tute  of  ryl  nd  being 

. .  .  . . . . . .  \  ea  in  bo  .y  bat  o.  .-ound  anu  cispo  ing  mind 

.memory  and  under st.  nding,  c-n  iue.in  the  i.ertn.nty  of  death  and  tne  uncer¬ 
tainty  of  the  time  thereof  ad  bein0  desirous  to  settle  my  v/ori  ly  a  f  ur*  nd 
thereby  be  the-  better  prep  ir-u  to  le  ve  tin  ..  or  id  v.hen  it  ~h..ll  deuce  eod  to 
Cull  rue  heme  d  t..ere  ore  m-.»  e  one  p_uii.~h  this  ny  lot  ill  and  testament 
ia  the  rn,  nner  nd  .or  u  f  llo.  tnj  th  t  is  to  s  y 

-  irst  -nd  principally  i  commit  ay  our  into  the  hands  ox  the  .Hmi  hty  God  and 
my  body  to  the  urth  to  be  de  entiy  buried  at  the  discretion  of  my  _>;e.utri 
hereinafter  named  nd  alter  .ay  debts  mid  funeral  e  pen  ss  are  paid  I  demise 
and  be  .ueatli  as  follows 

1  give  •  nd  be.-fue  tu  unto  y  v. i;e  ^atiierine  ..lia.r.er  all  rny  _  roperty  oouth  real 
•  nd  perrvii  d  >  it  no.;  ot  nds  .earing  her  natural  lire  an  :  alter  her  ~c  ~tn  I 
oive  and  bequeath  unto  y  a  n  .-.avia  .  aha. -ner  11  the  1  nd  and  primi  .es  I 
~ie  possessed  of  wit  i  11  tne  person  1  property  that  may  be  left  at  my  v-ifes 
e  «ath  to  nave  and  to  hold  tiie  mmc  hi.  heirs  nd  .ssi  m  or  ever 
ite  u  1  jive  n ud  be  ueuth  unto  rny  on  J  coo  .  hamer  the  um  o.  ten  collars 
Item  I  g.ve  and  bequeath  unto  my  daughter  .ary  .  ar.'.r.er  the  ..-am  of  ten 
collars  the  two  last  ~.eg  icya  to  be  paid  by  .;y  son  id  avid  ...  .-hamer  -s  soon 
•*.-»  he  get-,  into  oases  ion  o  the  io; e  nentioned  pro.  erty  iter  his  .other  > 
eatn  nd  Lastly  i  do  hereby  con  titute  nd  ppoint  *  y  ear  v  ife  tnerine 
iia.ner  to  be  oie  ocutri..  oi  this  .  y  last  ill  nd  te-.tu.ncat  rev  -  a  mg  ana 
annulin0  II  o rater  ilia,  by  me  here!  i  -  re  ..v de  r  ufying  ana  com.  rating  this 
and  none  outer  to  oe  .ny  last  mil  and  test  m 
lit  testa  money  here  oi  1  a  ve  hereunto  -  ct 
-i.  techtu  ci  y  o.  Januiry  in  the  year  .f  o-r 
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Hegister  of  hills  for  B  itimore  County. 
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(The  bove  is  a  crude  attempt  at  i  itati.n  o: 
the  signature.  He  v  ouid  write.  .  .t  th  t  time 
so  m  ny  m  de  their  ’.hark.  .  .  o. ) 


SUPPLEMENTARY 

ITEMS 


GEORGE  PRaSTON  SHAMER,  Captain,  U.  S.  N. ,  retired,  died  suddenly  with  nyocard- 
ial  inp-rction,  Dec  ember  25,  1960,  at  San  Francisco,  California,  He  was  buried 
a$  Arlington  National  Cemetery,  Arlington,  Virginia,  December  30th,  1960  with 
his  wife  who  was  deceased  July  28th,  1956* 
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Page 

18: 

Line 

Peggy  <fc  Rodney  married  November  3,  1951. 

It 

29: 

It 

"Buddy”  Blocher  has  the  ^ ringer  Bible  and  Alice  Blocher 
Hoffacker  has  the  Blocher  Bible. 

It 

33: 

II 

Pearl  <5c  Harry  married  January  6,  1904. 

It 

33: 

It 

Marie  graduated  from  Western  Maryland  College,  1926. 

It 

33: 

It 

Lois  Marie  Blocher  was  born  August  19,  1923. 

It 

34: 

It 

John  Charles  Rhoten,  born  December  29,  1938. 

ft 

37: 

Samu 

Samuel  Fletcher  Tapman,  Sr.,  born  January  11,  1851; 

died  June  20,  1927. 

It 

37: 

n 

Mary  Pahneyer  Tapman  was  born  August  9,  1857; 

died  June  23,  1933. 

SUPPLEMENTARY 


ITEMS 


iftrlftf 


fi. 


r 


